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THE 



BLACK VALLEY; 

a Cale. 



C^OTEMPORARY with the conqueft of 
Jerufalem by Godfrey of Bouillon, 
there lived, in Germany, an old rich 
knight, baron of Sunau, whofe infati- 
ate avarice counteraQed the bleffings 
of opulence, and kept him indigent 
and neceffitous in the lap of what- 
ever can fupply abundance and dif- 
A.? 
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penfe luxuries. Mirth never fet her 
foot within his doors; and feftivity 
was baniflied from his territories, of 
which care and labour were the fole 
tutelar deities, penury and famine the 
only houfehold gods. The lord him- 
felf was an epitome of all wretched- 
nefs; meagre, (hri veiled and fqualid 
in perfon, as bafe, fordid and penu- 
rioris in his mind, he might have been 
paiftaken for a younger brother of 
poverty. His gold was meat, drink 
and medicine to him; its found was 
mulic to his ^^rs, and its tany com- 
plexion more lively in his eyes, than 
the foft verdure .of the young year to 
the enthufiaft of nature. His money 
wa^ jbis friend, his wife, his god; an4 
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tytn unto death would his devotion 
(ot it have carried him. 

Money, all powerful as it is, can- 
not ren^w the expiring tenure of life; 
Siinau's leafe dropt, and death came 
with a formal writ of ejeftment to the 
old mifer, who,* defirous to prolong 
exiftence as the means of enlarging 
his wealth, would willingly have de- 
fierred the furrender. He 'could not 
tonfent lo part from Hfe, bA:aufe he 
muft then be feparated from his geld; 
and unlefs he could take that, Heaven 
had no charms for him ; could he have 
retained it, hell would have infpired 
him with no terrors. But his demurs 
were over-ruled; the grim- tyrant was 
peremptory, and enforced hisfuit with 

A3 
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inflexible rigour, Sunaii Jay expir.- 
ing in the rigid gripe of death, and, 
while he flipuld have been intent on 
fettling his account with his <5od, was 
occupied in computing the arrears of 
his tenants; inftead of being employ- 
jed with his holy father in prayers for 
jabfolution from his fins, he was incef- 
fantly iiire/fting hjis fteward to dun his 
debtors, and to qxaft the uttermoft 
mite of his due. Death touched him 
on the (houlder, and' made him his 
prifoner, as he was ifluing pitilefs or- 
ders for tl>/B inftant arreft of a vaffal, ^ 
who had bejen fulpicioufly backward 
in difcharging his rent. 

He left three daughters, the two 
elder of whom, by a former wifc^ 
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were fomewhat in the wane; but the 
younger, by his laft confort, had been 
bcrn to him in his old age, and was 
ftill in her'firft quarter. The avarice 
of their 'father kept fuitors at a dif- 
tance; and neither of them was yet a 
wife, though Gertrtide, the eldell, had 
reached her fortieth year. She was 
the very effigy of her parent in a fe- 
male drefs; but like as were their per- 
fons, her mind was ftill more the 
exaft counterpart of ^his. Her face 
was long and narrow; her eyes from 
excefs of fufpicion were ever half out 
of their cafements, her nofewas (harp 
and prominent as a church fpout,and 
her chin pointed and projecting as 
the beak of a galley. Her cheek 
A4 
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bones jutted beyond her fhrunkcfi 
cheeks like promontories; and juft 
above thefe, her lurid eyes glimmered 
dimly like diftant beacons. Extreme 
parfimony had pared her whole form, 
to the thinnefs of a reed, and hef 
bones rattled, when flie moved, like a 
pair of caftagnets, or a let of lace 
bobbins. Although her father knew, 
that an ample dowry alone could fup- 
plyher deficiency in perfonal endow- 
ments, and procure her a partner of 
her joys and her forrows, he would 
Sis foon have given the laft ruddy 
drop that warmed his heart, as apiece 
of his precious metal to provide her 
a confort. Avarice watched like a 
Cerberus over his coffers^ and p^errait- 
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ting entrance to ^veiy fum, great erf 

fmall, deniec^ rigrefs even to an obo- 

kis. Fortunate was it for her, that to 

all that can render man alluring (he 

was an abfolute ftranger ; for the vaf-* 

fals of the baron, hard-worked and 

ill-fed, lean, dry and fallow, were an* 

tidotes to defire, and fcarccrows to 

every tender feeling- No feafts^ no 

tournaments c6lle6ied the neighbour-^ 

ing knights at Sunau, and afforded 

the haplefs virgins a chance of a 

woer; nor were rich merchants ever 

tempted to refort to a place, which^ 

&om penury in the lord, and poverty 

in the fervants, offered no fale for their 

commodities. 'T was not, that young 

defires did not germinate in the heart 
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of Gertrude; but not foftercd and che- 
rifhed from without, they languiftied, 
and died like rofebuds tranfplanted 
into a frigid atmofphere. Defpairing 
at length of a hufband, the haplefs 
virgin made a merit of neceffity, and 
refolved to devote that to Keaven, 
whkh fhe was reftrained from beftow^ 
ing elfewhere; to renounce the ufu- 
fruft of her charms in this world, that 
file might be repaid with large intereft 
by the embraces of angels in the next; 
and fhe hoped, tliat though no tro- 
phies Ihould be ereSed to her fame in 
the pantheon of love, flie fliould gain 
a nich in the temple of religion. This 
determination joined to oorrefpon- 
dence of charafter, made her the fa- 



worite and confident of her parent, 
with whom (he contemplated for hours 
the beloved gold, which the father did 
not idolize more than did the daugh- 
ter (for whenever the heart is left 
vacant of its proper tenants, vermin 
and noxious weeds will infeft it). — ^ 
They ogled and fondled their darling 
money, counted it morn and .eve, 
prayed to Heaven for its increafc, and 
mocked all the joys of exiftence; the 
father, becaufe age and difufe had left 
him no fenfe of their favour, the 
daughter, becaufe flie defpaircd of 
ever tailing them. The favorite of 
her father, Ihe was the check arid 
jfcourge of her fitters, whom flie re- 
trained from every flendei" amufe- 



ment ^nd pleafure, left within theii» 
reach by the paternal penury, and 
laboured inceflantly to wean their 
fancies from the fading delights of 
love, and to infpire them with a paf-» 
fion for the inciorruptible joys of a 
fpiritual life^ for the fainted ecftacies 
of midnight vigils, and the delicious 
pangs of a conventual penance^ 

Cunegonde, the fecond daughjer^ 
flufhed with the mellow maturity of 
thirty, blooming, fuceulent and exu- 
berent, felt the gentle impulfe of 
defire in every vein, and yielded un-' 
reludant to the fwcet fuggeftions of 

voluptuoufnefsi She was^ indeed^ a 
meet Ihrine for wantonnefs; — foft, 
piump^and liberal in her limbs, wear- 
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ing the livery of hfealthan her cheeks, 
with eyes in which the lambent flame 
pf defire was ever playing; and lips 
on which love lay as on cuihions of 
velvet. She was gay, good-humour- 
ed, and communicative, and, though 
herfelf greedy of pleafure, unenvious 
of ii to others. She remembered her 
fifler's homilies to apply them in the 
arras of a fturdy hind, who lived near 
Sunau, whom love led darkling to 
Cunegonde's chamber, when her dra- 
gon fitter was afleep^ and who gave 
her, without requiring a dowry, the 
joys of wedlock unincumbered with 
its cares and quarrels. So much for 
the laiety; for the clergy. Friar Felix 
had ^ full tithe of her produce; he 
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might indeed be faid to have the glebe 
in his own hands, and the foil did not 
lay barren for want of tillage. Friar 
Felix was a fox-haired, red-nofed,: 
lufty, double-chinned monk, fond of 
his convent, but more fond of hira- 
felf ; punQual in the chapel, ftill more 
fo in the refeftory ; a confirmed de- 
bauchee, and a thorough-pacedhypo- 
crite, who could fmile in a man's face 
while he threw poifon into the cup of 
their greeting. His gown gave him 
admiffioh every where, and every 
where, like a fnail, he left a flimy trail 
of pollution behind him. This ghoft- 
ly direSdr managed the confcience of 
Cunegonde; and, 'tis fuperfluous to* 
add, it profited by his difcipline.. 
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Adelaide, 'of Sunau, juft fifteen at 
the deceafe of her father,, was to her 
half-fifters, what a ruby is to a holm^ 
berry, or a pearl to a pebble. A min- 
ftrel, who cafually beheld her as (he 
was difpenfing bread and fruits to fome 
pilgrims, who implored her charity, 
compared the bloom of her cheeks to 
the glo;^ of the evening purple on a 
lily, her foft, blue, lucid eyes, to the 
filver lake, where the moon in fum- 
mer nights contemplates her counte- 
nance, and the crimfon of her lips to 
an opening rofe-bud. Nature was 
arrayed in herfaireft form in Ade- 
laide, who was all innocence and 
beauty. The crofs, envious Gertrude 
always called her lifter her fweet Ade- 
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laidc, 4>ften left hcr's, her father's, 
gingling friends to Hftcn to her cheer- 
f«J prattfe, and would often fay that 
angels were made by the fame pattern 
as Adelaide. Cunegonde felt more 
delight from her pure fifterly kife, 
than from the wanton blandifhments 
of Felix, and received a rofe or vio- 
let from the hand of her fitter, with 
jnore triumph than flie did the myrtle 
wreathes, with which the Friar would 
fometimes in moments of dalliance 
crown her; and this laft confeft that 
the lovelieft vifion he had ever beheld 
of the holy virgin was lefs divine 
than the form of Adelaide. In feverc 
juftice to the monk's imagination we 
fliould find this no very exalted culo- 
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gium; but 'twas meant for the vortex 
of panegyric, and the intention muft 
ibmetimes be miftaken for the execu- 
tion. Innocent gaiety, the brighteft 
carmine of the fex, gave irrefiftible 
beauties tof Adelaide ; and the fweet 
fenfibility, which wa^ infufed into all 
her anions, made her not lefs the idol 
of every heart, than the delight of 
every eye* But this beauteous flower 
bad faded and languifhed within the 
walls of Sunau, uncherilhed, and un- 
enjoyed, and infl^ead of bleffing with 
its balmy breath a being fcnfible of 
its value, had wafted its rich perfume 
on inanimate nature, if death had not 
removed, in her father, the grate that 
divided her from love and happinefs, 
B 



As foon as the old niifer*s icwpfe 
was delivered to his brothfer wbrms, 
and the ftited fees of forrow were 
difcharged^ Gertrude convened heir 
ififters in the oratory, and^ in the pre- 
lence of Friar Fejixj thus additft 
jthetn : 

^* Dekr liftfers, ah is yamty anij 
mutability; eviry thing has its date, 
to which it ;cai!inot ad<^ a minute, and 
?ivhieh once .expired nothing can re- 
new. Decay fooh fucceeds to matu- 
rity ; fcarciely ace we ripe ere we rot, 
flor can we ^vance towards the fum- 
irier of 6ur trafnfient exiften'cb, with- 
but approaching H;owardis its winter. 
Inftability is 'thie family fektuTc bf 
fiiblunary being ; evknefcence the dif- 
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;ungui(hing charafier of our nature. 
AsnoBg all tranfitory things, what fo 
tranlitory and periihable. a$ beauty ? 
Among all fleeting and inconftant 
joys, what fo fleeting as ihe joys of 
love ? Oh, jny fitters, guard ^gainft 
approaching this flame, which allures 
you by its fplendoc, to fcorch you by 
its heat- Avoid fliis gay bower, w^hich 
invites you whither mifery and ruia 
lie in ambufh for you ; its ferene ver- 
dure Is inlaid with tlie/brighteft fiow- 
'Crs, and itso'erarcliing anemones load 
the paffing gales with their fragrance; 
hut vipers lurk beneath the enfnaring 
Surface, and poifondiftilkfrom every 
|)endant gariand." 
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Cunegonde looked doubtfiiUy a( 
her fifter^and with difficulty reprefta 
rififtg laugh. Felix derided inwardly^, 
and moulded his vifage to profound 
gravity and clofe attention. Adelaide 
liftened refpieSfully^ s^nd believed^un* 
refervedly: for limple and artlefsi 
fhe would as foon fufpeSed poifon 
from her lifter in food or medicine, 
as falfehood in advice. ,Gertrude 
refumedr 

"I Omr fex are hut Ae implements 
of the pleafure* of men; we are ad*- 
mitted toa.participationtof their joys, 
but as ingredients to heighten them; 
as they ufe dogs to aflift them in the 
chafe, but do not communicate the 
game to them. They confider us but 
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'fts the veffels and repoGtories of their 
pleafures, they lend us delight to re- 
ceive it back with ufury, anid fow in 
us the feeds^ of blifs to re^p them 
with large and multiplied increafe.-*- 
We are the toys and paftime of their 
lighter hours, the contempt of their 
graver, the butt of their fpleen, the 
pillow of their care, the game of their 
wit, and the footftool of their i nfo- 
lence. We muA, like the daughter 
of ErifiShon, aflume every form to 
gratify their wifhes, and, like the ca- 
melion, vary our colour by that of 
their inconRant humour. And how 
are we remunerated? With haughty 
^ondefcenfion, with humilitating kind- 
ficfs, when they are gay; with rude 

B3 
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auiterity, and brutal fiercchefs^ when 
they are vexed: and niflled. They 
woo us to their fcrvice by winning 
deference^ and infinuating fubmiifion^ 
they prefent us their hellebore in a 
golden, chalice; they conceal thorns^ 
in the garlands with which they crown 
us; they are our flaves and adorers^ 
before marriage, our tyrants and dae- 
mons after. And is fervitude fo pre- 
ciousy that with all we have we fliould 
purchafe it? No; man borrows with- 
avidity, and repays with reluQance;, 
Heaven reftores an hundred fold what- 
ever is lent it.. Our deceafed parent, 
to whom God grant a joyful refur- 
reftion, left us his wealth with earneft 
injundions to augpnent it; how caiv 



C «3 1 
we obey bi$ commai^ blotter thatt by 
fencjing it to Heaven pV 

Friar Felix. ^* Lady, you fpeak 
like the Queen of Sheba. Your words 
Ihould bie engraven oix your tomb^ 
that pofterity may kpow what^apfo^ 
digjf of wifdom and piety wa^ th^ 
Lady Gartrude of Supau. The wit- 
tieft mijaftrrf could not compofe fof 
you 4 mor^ glorious epitfiph." 

Gprtfude. . «f Holy ftttJier, to your 
h^firudions muft my poor prpficiency 
be attributed. You have been to vofi 
a ttee of the knowlfir^ge Qf good and 
evil." 

^ Sifte^i, I am .Certain neither of 
you will incline to the finfuj delights- 
^f the world, or the impure joys s& 
B4 
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the fenfes, whidh are the ^ages of 
death and earneft of perdition. Will 
you barter elernal beatitude for the 
pleafures of wedlock, and rather wal- ' 
low in the (lime of fenfuality, thaa 
foar refplendent among the luminous 
orbs of the empyrean ? Can the grbfs 
fweets of connubial blif« charm you 
like the high refined raptures of celef- 
tial converfe ? The bafe, br utkl, rank 
iiadulgencc of mortal conamixture, 
like the delicious luxury of angelic 
ihteikrburfe ? - 

Gunegonde's hand ftolc into the 
moift, maffy palm of the friar, and 
gave him, in a geJitle preflure, a fign 
how cheerfully ihe could revel oa 
thefe degraded pleafures. 
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Gertrude continued, ** Eternal ce- 
libacy and immaculate purity^ are the 
offerings moft grateful to Heaven;— 
ihey will procure us a crown of im- 
mortal glory, and make all the joys of 
Paradife our oy>fxu That radiant cir- 
cle fhall adorn my brows, I will have 
a key to thofe blifsful gardens ; you, 
fifters, may enjoy the fame, if, like 
me, you can refolutely fubmit to the 
three vows that lead to Heaven/* 

Cunegonde. *f CheerfitHy will I un- 
dergo them. For nie, wedlock has 
no allurements. It may lead me to 
new forrows, but can introduce me to 
no new pleafures. U it not true, 
father r 
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Friar Fcli».^ ^ Wifely faid, daugh- 
ter. WccUocfc^ is g dofe of falts and 
manxia, in which the maukiih fweet- 
nefsof the latter, is averpowered and 
abforbed by the naufeous bitternefs 
of the focmer*. Married ftat;e is a 
mamed ftate/' 

Gertrude, ^ Your ready compli- 
ance, my de*r Cunegonde, at once 
fuiprifes and delights me. I own I 
had iorni^ appr^henlion^ of your at- 
tachment to mundai)e enjoyn^ents." 

.Cunegonde. *^ No, fifter^, I re- 
ilQunce thcnt all. With fpiritual and 
better joys ib near me, what has wed. 
lock to beftow, that fl^oi^ld allure me 
from the direft path to Heaven? F^-, 
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^T^ cannot oae be happiy withour 
marriage?'' 

Friar Felix. ^^ Your Ladylhip has 
found one may^ and ihall in future 
findfo.'*' 

Gertrude. " AikI, what £ay$ my 
fweet Adelaide?" 

Adelaide. " What i$ marriage, fifter?" 
Gertrude.. " Marriage is^-nis^s — 
why 'lis ado^pcayern, in which thofe, 
wJio throw themfclyes, lie ,^j©png^^ 
toads, vipers and fcQrpions, x]xa^ p.er*- 
petually fuck their blood, jEmd gn^w 
into their vitals.!' 

Friar Felix. *' Admir^bJy defcrib- 
ed, kdy* Tjs like the hole of ex- 
eecniafv in this caftle, where ,thc cri^ 
miiial is plaoed on aiiarrow p^ank? 
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balanced over a fathomlefs abyfs, on 
the extremities of which are fct delici- 
ous Viands; but which to reach is 
deftruflion. Urged by hunger and 
defpair, (hould he attempt to attain 
the alluring morfels, his equilibrium 
is loft, the board tilts, he (inks — and 
death receives him." 

Adelaide. « Ah! Jefus have mercy 
on himi Holy father, you make 
me fliudder at this terrible condition. 
And what is eternal celibacy ?" 

Gertrude. " How can you afk 
fuch a queftion ? 'Tis, it is" — 

Trior Felix. " It is— ^it is" — 

Adelaide. « Juft fuch a life as my 
little doves lead^ when they coo and 
bill together, embrace ^ach other with 
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thek downy wings, ancj build their 
ncft with mutual aid and labour." 

Friar Felix. " Alas, Lady, that 
is matrimony." 

Adelaide. ** Ah, unhappy doves!" 
Gertrude. '' Your fancy, my fweejt 
girl, deludes you with childifh con- 
ceptions of fubjefts above your years. 
Follow mine, and your fifter's exam- 
ple, and become" — 

Friar Felix. " A nua." 
Gertrude. " No,.reverend father, a 
hermitefs.'* 

Cunegonde. " Excellent, fifter; juft 
fo was my wifli. To devote onefelf 
wholly, and without deduftion, tOK 
fpiritual meditation, is the patriarck'su 
ladder to Heaven." 
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Gtrtfuie. " And to canonization. 
Hear my fcl^me, fitters. Within 
JbMt demefnes are three hillocks, not a 
furlong from «ach other* On each 
of thefe let us caufe to be erefteda 
cell and .a chapel) be thefe bur fanc- 
luaries againft temptation, our taber- 
nacles of jcommunion with faints and 
angels." 

Friar Felix. " Holy Gertrude, 
your name will be the brighteft ftar in 
the calendar. Heaven alone could 
have fuggefted fuch a defign to you. 

Gertrude. " Reverend lather, your 
daughter prays the Almighty Judge 
not to number among her fins the 
pride with which your commend- 
ations jelate her. Each of us, fitters, 
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will iniid^bit a teiihit^g^ ifatt itlay 
juft ifcreen us Frota the fcuming fuh, 
.and piercing winds, without tapeftry 
without foft feats, or walrto cafpiets, 
without other coiiyenietti^fes thati ibay 
fuffice to fecure us from fextetnal foti- 
fcitude ahd i^tettiiptiofi. A Utt}e gaf- 
:den will fupply 'tis with iiOurilhiiient; 
and, in our^hapel, we may toan^iufie 
4lay and night with the divinity. t€ere 
we wiH <eat mouldy htead ^nd bitter 
herbs, that aqgels may minifter mai^na 
to us in Faradife. Here we wiU lay 
down corruptible joy% to receive for 
^hem the incorruptibie joys of her^ 
.after. Here will we fee ^ti damp eaith 
and ftiarp ftonea, that we m^ay wft in 
the arms of a cherubiifn in the jxiatifion 
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of eternal tranquillity. While a white* 
fireamer hangs to each of the cha- 
pels, we may be affured that the re-^ 
fpeSive refident is well, and prays 
for her fitters; a black pendant an- 
nounces ficknefs or diftrefs, and en- 
^eats affiftance. We will depofit our 
property in your treafury, father, to 
revert to your cloifter after our de- 
ceafe ; during our lives the duties of 
charity aflfc our diftribution of it. — 
To hermits money is mere lumber 
and incumbrance/* 

Felix fwelled with joy, even to- 
burfting, at the concluiion of this 
harangue, which met with, no oppo- 
fition from the two younger fifters. — 
From Cunegonde none, becaufe flie. 
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was refolved to make the veil of de- 
votion a cover for her concupifcence ; 
from Adelaide none, becaufe flie 
ndiher knew what rights fhe reGgned 
nor what obligations ihe impofed on 
herfclf. 

The Friar infpeQcd the execution 
of Gertrude's projeft; and, by his 
cares^ the huts and chapels foon 
crowned the hillocks, and were as 
foon tenanted. The monks fpeedily 
promulgated the fame of the henni- 
teffes, throughout the diftrift, whence 
dilating over the whole province, 
their devotion was blown into every 
car^ and their cells w^ere foon more 
reforted to than the chambers of 
pinces. Pilgrims from all parts 
C 
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fought thefe hermitages in their wan^ 
derings, and departed from the cell 
of Gertrude furnifhed with texts and 
and fpells of fovereign efficacy, 
againft th^ arts and arms of the devil, 
in diftribudng which ftie was as pro- 
fufe as Cunegonde in beftowing her 
favors and perfpn, or as Adelaide in 
difpenfing her .alms. The monks of 
St. Bruno (Felix's convent) proclaim- 
ed everywhere the miracles performed 
by the lifters; and all conditions of 
people refounded the wonderous feats 
of the holy trio, as they were called, 
with admiration and reverence. Ger- 
trude, refolute to obtain canoniza- 
tiqn, fpared no prayers, no vigils, no 
penances, and being all ftin and bonp 



r 35 ] 

did not find any moleftation in hcr- 
iainted defigns from the lufts of the 
fleflig which Cunegonde, in her in- 
ftance, mortified after the direQions 
of Friar Felix, and found his pre- 
fcriptions, at leaft, as palatable to her 
fenfes, as falutary to her foul. Ade- 
laide lived innocent, tranquil and 
happy, tended the flowers of her lit- 
tle garden, and amufed herfelf with 
the fports of her doves. Though fo- 
Utary ftie felt no vacancy, till love, 
defirous to make the lovely girl his 
profelyte, opened to her a new uni- 
verfe, and made her pine at the wade 
in which fhe had inconfiderately 
placed lierfelf. 

C 2 



I i6 J 

Within a Ihort diftance of the thred 
hills lay the barony of Felfeck, the 
territory of Count Rodolph, a young 
nobleman eftcemed the handfomeft 
man, and braveft warrior of his age. 
Courage and piety had inflamed him 
with zeal for the interefts of religion^ 
and impelled him, in company with 
Hugo, of Heerfbruck, the friend of 
his father, and his ovrn, to feek the 
Holy Land, under Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon ; and his valour and fignal fer- 
vices, at the fiege of Jerufelem, had 
rendered him illuftrious among his 
countrymen sind aflbciates. 

As the impetuous fury of thfe crur 
faders had finally carried them thro* 
all oppofition, and, having burft into 
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the unhappy city, ihey wtft fla«j^ 
lering aN, withovit cxceptioai^ in hor 
4IQr (»f th^ God vl^o died to redeem 
|he humai^ race; flodolph, whofe 
i^lmet, as :he mounted the breach, 
h^d been cloven with a fcymitar, 
fpran^g incautioufly over a garden 
w^ll. Here his attention was en- 
.gaged by the foft, yet thrillingly , 
plaintive, moans of a female voice, 
following the guidance of his ear, 
|>e found a young Turkifli maiden 
icneeling in a thickly interwoven ar- 
l)our, and with uplifted hands and 
eyes imploring the God of the Chrif- 
tians to fhield from the fury of his 
fervants her feven brothers, who, 
concealed in an adjacent thicket, 

C3 
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fought to efcapc the 'notice and bar- 
barity of the crufaders. What an 
objeft for the knight, who in the 
full career of hoftile violence, rufhed 
on, fired with martial and religious 
zeal, to perpetrate every holy atroci- 
ty on his, and Heaven's enemies, 
who breathed relentlefs vengeance, 
and glared inextinguifhablc animo- 
fity ! A lovely, tender ]§ij;l^ lay in 
the path of his wild rage, whofef lucid 
eyes were bedewed with the melting 
tear of fupplication, whofe delicate 
hands were drained with imploring 
earnellncfs of adoration to the God 
of her enemies, who knelt as if root- 
ed to the earth, deaf and blipd to 
all around her, and whofe prayers,, 
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afcending like an aromatic cloud of 
incenfe from the altar, would have 
fubdued the moft maleficent being 
to compaffion. The knight felt the 
irrefiftible influence of pity fleal on 
him ; his eyes loft their fiercenefs, his 
lip its rigid aufterity^ tendernefs vi- 
brated in every nerve, and he ex- 
claimed, " can I be the monfter to 

offend this innocent ?" 

For fome moments he ftood mo- 
tionlefs with furprife and tranfport, 
his eyes fhut to every thing but her 
face, his ears deaf to all but her 
fupplications. " Heaven," cried he 
at length, rufhiag into the bower, 
" Heaven has heard thee, fweet girl, 
and converts thy enemy into a cham- 
C 4 
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pion for thee. My arm fliall proteO: 
thee, and thy brothers, till death has 
unftrung its fibres/' The maiden 
ftarted up in difmay, like a pilgrim, 
who having thrown himfdf beneath 
fome fpreading oak to renovate his 
weary limbs with repofe, is fuddenly 
-awakened by exploding thunder. — 
" Chriftian," fhe cried, ftretching 
out her alabafter neck, and throwing 
back the jetty profufion that half 
sconcealed it, as the thick vine leaves 
^o their purple clutters, ** Chriftian, 
^kt thy rage fall on my devoted hea4^ 
but fpare my unhappy brothers.*' 

^' Then may I perifh by the hand 
♦of a coward!'* cried Rodolph, and 
riaiiled the .fw(eet trembler from the 
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earth, on which ihe had funk in 
fearful expeQation. She recUned on 
bis bread, and direSied hs^ fwim- 
ming eyes to his, as if to difcern 
whether rage crpity ruled him^ while 
her heart palpitated againfi his ftub- 
horj^ corfetet^ and, he hanging over 
iier fis he held hex in his arms. Lift 
ihe pearly dew of fednefs from her 
^mafk <iieeks. ^' Can a Chriftan 
be fo humane and gentle?'' fighed 
(he. *^ Were all thy brethren like 
thee, g^enerous warrior, Znlica's tears 
fhould be the effiafioas of joy and 
gratitude." 

Scarcely had fhe uttered thefe wofd& 
wheii her brothers burft with iflajniag 
faulchions irom their dark receib) 
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and rufhed infuriate on Rodolph, 
who receded not from the unequal 
encounter. Zulica threw herfelf be- 
tween the mortal weapons, and pe- 
titioned for the life of the lovely 
ftranger; and moved by her prayers, 
and fatisfied by the alfurances of the 
knight, who fwore by his God to lift 
his fword but in their defence, the 
Saracens forgot their enmity. No 
fooner had he quieted their fears, 
than a band of crufaders forced their 
way into the garden, and with defpe- 
rate vehemence affaulted the Sara- 
cens. Finding his entreaties and 
menaces unheeded by the frantic war- 
riors, Rodolph turned bis fabre on 
his fellow adventurers ; but overpow- 
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ed by the number of his aflailants, 
he fell, deeply wounded in the head, 
after having feen the feven brothers 
' maflacred before his face. He lay 
long fenfelefs, and awoke to phrenfy; 
for, lo ! clofe by his fide was ftretch- 
cd the fweet Zulica, like a fallen 
flower, exhibiting the horrid traces of 
foul violation, her eyes dijix and 
cxtinft, and her once lovely features 
dittorted and deformed by the ruin- 
ous gripe of death. Having in vain 
cffayed to recal animation, the itnight 
raged roynd the garden like a demo- 
niac, repelling fuccour, and fraiting 
whatever croft him, till faint and 
exhaufted he was found, midway be- 
tween life and death, by Hugo of 
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HecHSwrwck, who conveyed hiin u> 
Jhs teat, adminiftered reftoratives to 
ihiiii« m^ watched over him w^tb thf 
feUcitijde f^ a brpther or a fttth^r. • 
Rodolph recov«ed frion) his vouqd; 
hiM whenever hie reviewed thie inci- 
dents of that horrible day, hi* braia 
!oft m biilance, Hs reafoja {u^k be- 
fieath iii« {enfibility, and he relap&d 
into infanky. He returned to hi* 
native place witii Heer&ruck^ whom 
his mifiibrtune had attached to him 
more mdifioiubiy than ever, and yield- 
ing himfelf a fiave i0 ine]am:holy, 
formed bd^ind hk cafUe in Felfeck a 
jgarden exaftly fimilar to that m which 
he had beheld his enchanting Zulica, 
a{id 4^ which he had retained too 
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perMl and indelible a. remembrance. 
Beije he inceffantly wandered, and 
found it at once fufpend and perpa- 
mate his forrow. 

The miraculous afts of the three 
GAers at length reached the ears of 
HttgOy who, in his affeftion for his 
friend, grafped at the moft brittle 
promife of benefit and remedy. He 
firft befought Gertrude to e^hert her 
influence with Heaven for Rodolph's 
recovery, and the faint was liberal of 
aflurances of her readiefs. But all 
her prayers and inftances were in- 
effectual; her only pharmacopeia 
afforded no remedy for the diftreft 
knight; nor were the kind endea- 
vours of Cunegonde more fuccetfuK 
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Hngo Jiow addreft Adelaide, who, 
ever refponfive to the appeal of hu- 
manity, cheerfully confented to be 
conduced to Felfeck, though flic 
GOnfelied flic felt noiie of that all-fab- 
duiiig faith, which arms the hand of 
mortals with the fceptre of omnipo- 
tence. Hugo, accolled the lovely 
Adelaide with reverence, and inform- 
ed her, that Rodolph was in a foreft 
behind his caftle engaged in the chafe, 
the only diverfion or occupation, out 
of his garden, in which he ftill de- 
lighted, and in which none durft 
diflurb him. Adelaide was defirous 
to furvey the garden, of which report 
had been fo enamoured, and having 
exprefled her inclination, Hugo, who 
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judged (he might wife privacy to in- 
dulge her devout mediations, imme- 
diately conduced her to it. 

A grove of lofty, waving poplars, 
embofomed the gate, which was com- 
paQed of artfully counterfeited frag- 
ments of columns, architraves and 
cornices. A little onwards an ample, 
lofty dome, crefted with o'er-arching 
cedars, captivated the admiration of 
the fpe£lator, and, expanding his 
njind with the exhibition of what 
ftupendous labours man was compe- 
tent to, enlarged and exalted his 
eftimation of his fpecies and himfelf. 
Cluftering grapes, and many tinc- 
tured fruits, hung from the bending 
trees around the edifice; and to the 
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kft, from a marble couch guihed a 
limpid fpring, ^hich foon grew into 
a copious rivulet, and rolled its filver 
waves over a bed of gold. Its banks, 
ftrewed with fliattered cornices and 
ruined pillars, were o'er-hung with 
mournful willows, whofe dejeSed 
boughs drooped into the ftream, and 
rippling its furface, drew from it 
founds like the mournful accents of 
Complaint. Demolifhed alcoves, wil- 
dered bowers, interfperfed the fadly 
foothing fcene, and, cafting over 
every objeS a face of ruin, attem* 
pered the mind to behold, fancy run 
riot, and intelleft overturned. 

The elegiac mournful nefs of the 
place, where every part concurred 
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t^ exprejs a placid fbrrbw, and irtal- 
4erable regret, the foft tradence of 
Ibe breeze dying away through the 
long herbage, the faint murmurs of 
the brook, V^hich languiftied on the 
enamoured ear of fonfibility, attuned 
Adelaide's gentle foul to feelings, at 
once novd and delightfuL Her heart 
feemed buoyed up in her fwelling 
bofoni,'and the thaw of melting fen- 
timent ilole into her eyes. She ac- 
companied the meandering brook into 
a gaily verdant vale, fpeckled with a 
thoufand various flowers, where the 
waters, fpreAding into an unruffled 
lake, tinged their polifhed furface 
with a counterfeited Heaven. But 
this gaudy fcene had lefs attra&ion 
to 
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for Adelaide than the tempered glooip 
and fad ferenity of the garden; fhe 
turned from the gorgeous effulgence 
of the meridian fyn, and. tiie varie- 
gated profufion of the enamelled mea« 
dow, to the penfive umbrage of the 
numerous poplars; on the border of 
which file difcovered an alley of palm 
trees, whofe cool recefs invited her 
to fcreen herfdf from the fultry 
breath of noon. Here in an arbour 
of balmy jeffamines, interwoven with 
woodbines and muflc-rofes, fhe found' 
a lovely youth reclined on a bank of 
verdure, in a found fleep. An odo- 
rous gale wantoned with the golden 
ringlets of his hair; and blowing the 
thick treffes from his blooming cheek^^ 
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which exercife and fleep had illumed 

with a brighter purple, difplayed a 

fecey which defcription could not 

emulate, were fhe ta dip her pencils 

in the colours of the morning, and 

ranfack Paradife for lineaments. His 

left hand le&ed on^ the earth, and his 

rightloofely heM a boar-fpeaf* Near 

him ftood an alabafter ftatue of a 

young maiden in foreign veftments, 

kneeling on the earth, and raifing 

her hands to Heaven, Seven manly 

forms were behind, in the attitude of 

mfhing with naked weapons on the 

fleepen So exaft were the forms, fo 

ftrong the exgreffion, fo lively the 

aSion^ that fcarcely were colour and 

snotioa wanted to delude the fpeSa- 

D 2 
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tor into a belief of il^ieiT life mi 
seality:. 

Adelaide ftood for fooie time ar> 
^efted to the fpot, wbencse Ihe difc<v 
vered the delightful fpeftacle, the 
captive of admiration ; her eyes fii^d 
on the lovely deeper, and her lip* 
forgetful to breathe. Thea ihe Aid 
with cautious feet a few flep? Tiearer 
him, and, obferving the pearly beads 
of exercife fprinkled on his front, 
^vould have chidden the unthiftking 
breeze, for too baftily cooling with 
its gelid breath bis inflamed blood ; 
and taking the gauze from ier bofom^ 
file lightly dried the pure »drops from 
his fair brow, i^hethcr it was an 
augel or a inai), (he was uncertain; 
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md, howevec a divine vifion mightf 
l^ave charmed her fancy, ihe ftili &h 
a (Irong wift,, that the beanteoiis 
yowh might be a mortak With eyes, 
from which, though unknown to her, 
the kindling flame of love already 
gleamed^ flie gazed enchanted on the 
blooming, boy^ A raven, perched 
near the bower„, croaked his hoarfc 
dirge ; flxe chafed him from his fta- 
feon, left he Ihould difturb the repofe 
of the youth, befide whom feating 
herfelf on the green carpet, flie watch- 
ed over him, as a young mother over 
tlie cradle of her ferft-born fon. 

Broader and browner already grew 
the Ihadows of the furrounding ob- 
jeQ^, th^ defcending fun dyed witfe. 
©3 
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faffron the intervening leaves, the 
poy violets, reclufe from the flaunting 
day, courted with expanded calice$ 
the fober evening gales, and impreg* 
nated the air with their vivifying 
balfams ; and ftill the fair form flept 
ferene and found as before, afid ftill 

Ae tender Adelaide continued to im- 
bibe, with uafated, eyes, his beauties. 
A light i;uftle was heard in an adja- 
cent bulh, which alarmed the ear of 
the timid maiden. She turned her 
eye from the captivating features, and 
law a finall many-fpeekiecj fnake glide 
from the foliage, and roll with in- 
dented motion towards xhc hand of 
the flecper. Terror thrilled her whole 
frame, sind difor4ered her apprchen- 
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iion, aggravated the harmlefs worm 
into a noxious adder, and made her 
fancy that a tduch of its pernicious 
fting would fhoot burning poifon 
through the veins bf the beauteous 

youth. Impelled by anxious intereft 
Ihe fnatched the hand of the fleeper 
and laid it on his bofom. He awoke 
that inftant* . 

Adelaide ftept back. " Zulica" — 
cried the youth, ere well roufed — 
'* be without fear ; my fword (hall 
drive from thee every danger." Re- 
colleflionflafhedonhim; '^Heaven," 
he cried, and bent his knee in adora- 
tion, *« holy one of Heaven, tince 
fuch I muli now call thee, veil not 

D 4' 
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thyfelf fo fopn from the unhapp)? 
Rodolph." 

" Art thou Coiyit Rodolph?"— 
whifpered Adelaide, whom > ftirprife 
had robbed of all her forces ; and 
from whofe count;^na«ce- the crimioi> 
of virgin modefty chaled the palcnefi 
of fear. 

" I am that very wri^tch — Can 
that enquiry announce a mortal to 
me ? Spirits know all, and find no- 
ufe for queftion. Yet, no ; thou art 
not^ canft not be, a mortal; the pure 
flame of divinity blazes in thy eyes,, 
arid thy cheeks are mantled with the 
everlafling bloom of immortality — '** 

Adelaidt. " Count, I am no faint,, 
but^ like thyfelf, alas ! aweak finner. 
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Rife from the «artb, oo knee (hould 
Uow before Adelaide of Sunau." 
With difclaiauDa.eageniefs fhe m&4; 
him up. 

Rodolph^ " Tho% Ad^l^^dfi^ of 
Sunau ? No, Zuli« art thou,, or aat 
angel ^ nature coaW^ not produce two .. 
fuch phoenixes ;: — ^and thofe amber 
locks gliftening like rays of the meri- 
diani (iin^ aqd then thofc iiapphire 
eyes beaming grace and tenderncfst. 
Who? Whax arx thou?" 

Adelaide^ " I am Adelaide, of Su*. 
oau, cpme to heal you by my prayers^^ 
fhould Heaven impower me to efFefl: 
your recoveryj' 

RoiolpL " It ba§ impowered thee,,, 
lovely girl, thou art the chalice i«v 
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which it fends peace and health to me* 
Thy looks can exorcife infanhy, thy 
touch can fanftify from all cala- 
mities." 

- Adelaide. « Flattery, Count, is 
not the arms of kiiighthood againft a 
iimple maiden; ftill lefsis derifion," 

Rodolph. " If I mock thee, ador- 
able Adelaide, may my foul, lan- 
guifhing for confolation, ever meet 
dcrifion! May thick films obfcure 
the eye of reafon, and moping mad- 
nefs make my brain her cell; help 
33ie, meflenger of Heaven ! Curfed be 
the hour, -which thou doft not blefs 
for me! Curfed be the morn that 
felutes me by any tongue than thine ! 
Curfed be the flumber to which thou 
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doft not lull me! Thou ^fhalt be my 
wife, or let fubterranebus fires hurl 
Felfegk into the air, or its crumbling 
>vallsentQmb its mafter!" 

Adelaide. " (Count, I am the be* 
trothed of Heaven !" 

Rodolph. " I am its proxy, and 
will guide and guard thee through 
the journey pf life to the arms of the 
OmnipoterU. Thou muft be mine, 
or cold defpair (hall be my bride, 
and .living but to mifery, I fliall 
curfe the authors of my exiftence.— • 
Thy hand, Adelaide, let it endear to 
me life and happinefsj" He feized 
it with refiftiefs ardour, and damping 
her his own with a burning kifs, 
looked towards Heaven, and criedy 
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^ Father, this is thy gift, be my grsu- 
lltude ibown. in rendering her happy I 
Gome, beloved of my heart, my 
lovely confort" — and he bore her in 
his arms to the caftle; Hugo came 
forth to meet him. 

•♦ Friend," cried Rodolph, with a^ 
voice raifed high with exultation and. 
rc^ture^ " thou haft been the vehi- 
die of redemption and felicity to- me. 
Thi& divine giri fliall be mine, though. 
I fue fi3r her fxx>m the pillory or the 
gallows/' 

Before the affrighted virgin could: 
wind herielf free from the flrong grafp 
of the knight, before Hugo^ could< 
eJTay on him the arms^^ of reafon, ha 
took the golden bugle from his. fidew 
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smd with three loud blafts tbtteA^di 
im ictaineTs and fervanis around him. 
«» Men and foldkrs"— he trksd^ 
^hile bright toufage Wa^stid in hfe 
eyes — '* too long have yon opeuly, 
or in fecret, blulhcd for yottr Ldrd'% 
palfied aftivity, ^nd mourned yen* 
fubjeftion to a diief fo loft to attns 
and manhood 5 henceforth, Rodelph 
^{ Felfeck is a knight again, land 
pants for the battle. Henceforth you 
fiiall Wufh but when you compute 
the number of your foes, and ifind 
them too few for your generous au- 
dacity ; hencefcH'th you fhall mourn 
but when intervening night throws 
her broad fliield over your half van- 
•quifhed adverfaries. Behold the ekft 
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0f 'my heart, I muft canvafs for her 
with my fword, and I would wreft 
fier from the embrace of a cherub, 
though Heavens burning bolt brand- 
ed me with the ftamp of the firft mur- 
4erer^ and the band of every on^ 
were againll me. Hence to my vaf* 
fals, hence to my confederates, the 
whole province will join its arms^ 
with me." 

Hugo. " Not a knight will foul 
his bright arms by cpvering with them 
rape and facrilege," 

RodolpL "Heerfbruck! Tax not 
my love too highly! — Yet — -Haft 
thou been my friend thus long, to^ 
throw fuch galling opprobrium oife 
mer 
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Hugo. *' Hcerfcruck is your fierteft 
enemy, Felfeck," 

RodolpL «« What makes^ Heert 
feruck my ^tiemy ?** 

Hugo. " Rape and facrilege." 

Rodolph. " From whom have I 
wrefted the maiden ?" 

Hugo. " From Heaven..^ 

Adelaide. *' Loofe me from your 
arms, rude knight, you hurt me/* ' 

Rodolph. " Art thou affianced ta 
Heaven?" 

Adelaide. " They would have per^ 
fuaded me to be fo." 

Rodolph. " Perfuaded thee? And 
you confented ?** 

Adelaide ^ I was Glent/* 
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Hoiotpk. «« Wliat am I now to 
call thee, Hugo?" 

Rodolph. *' Atieneoiy? AvAfti 
1 am K»il^ Utiibec ^f mpe aor fa- 
4ritege%" 

-Hi^g^o. ^ De^tMiitd her in {Carri- 
age then, M becomes .a knight, and a 
4ioWe." 

Roielph. '' Of wiiom IhaU I <le- 
waitd her?" 

Hugo. " Of Heaven and het 
fifterft-" 

Rodolph. ^< Heaven has declared 
its wiH by leading her to me; no fur- 
ther folicitation is neceffary. Of her 
iifiers^ as becomes a knight^ I will 
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'^mand her. And what wilt ibou 
then tfteem me Heerfbruck ?" 

Hugo. *' Whai I ever have efteem- 
ed thee, a friend and brother.'* He 
ftiook him by tlie.hand, and preft 
him to his breaft, and left him to 
converfe with his miftref^ The houfe- 
hold of Rodolph followed him. 

Rodolph. « Aiid what doft ihou 
efteem me, fweet Adelaide ?" . 

Adelaide. " Canft thou not un- 
derftand, what the doubling pulfes 
of my heart proclaim^ what my tre- 
mulous breath, and but half-averted 
-eyes cdnfefs to thee? That thoa 
only art all-fufficient to the felicity of 
Adelaide. Say, what means the deli- 
<:ious laiigour, that feems to thaw my 
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imnoft fubftance, the foft fenfation 
tl^at trickles through my veins, the 
gentle emotions that heave my bo- 
fom?" 

Rodolp/i. " ph, confumm^tion of 
Rodolph's happinefs, 'tis warm, pal- 
pitating love, or nature and paffioa 
are no. longer true to their language." 

Adtlaide. '* Lovel-^Ah, lovely 
youth, thou art right, fee my glowing 
cheeks o\f n the imputation. Ah, that 
rifing figh ! Does not that too whif- 
per tendernefs?" She hid her burn- 
ing face in the bofom of her enrap- 
turcd youth, who covered her fair 
»eck with eager kiffes. The eloquent 
filence of fpeechlefs ecftafy held for 
fome minutes, till Rodolph's joy re-- 
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covering words, he cried, *^and thou 
wilt be my wedded wife,, Adelaide?" 

Adelaide. "Wife? No, Count; 
never will I liga my own damnation, 
and doom myfelf to wedlock." 

RodolpK gazed with aftonifliment 
at her, and exclaimed, " How am I 
to underlfand thee ? Thou wilt never 
enter into the facred pale of wed- 
lock?" 

Adelaide. " Haft thou gained my 
heart, to plunge me into a hell of 
mifery?" 

Rodolph. " Do my ears delude 
me ? Is not wedlock the fublunary 
Paradife ? 

Adelaide. " Dq& thou call it Pa- 
radife^ to lie in a dark clammy den, 
E 2 
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'mongfl crawling toads and writhing 
adders ? Doft thou name it Paradife 
to whirl down an aby fs into the arms 
of death, to efcape relentlefs hunger?" 

Rodolph. " Adelaide, art thou 
awake, or does fome demon ftill poC- 
fefs me? Who tells thee this of 
wedlock ?" 

Adelaide. " Friar Felix, and my 
fitters ?" 
Rodolph. ^ Envy, disappointment 
and avarice were tlxeir inftigators to 
the black calujnny. They would deter 
thee from entering into a ftate, that 
like an eternal fpring ever pours forth 
new flowers, like a perennial autumn 
ever renews its ripening clutters.— 
Caoft thou icoaceive the thrilling^ 
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quickening tranfports of him, who, 
expofed by his parents at his birth 
and nurfed in indigtoce, labour and 
contempt, finds himfelf fuddenly re- 
ftored to his rank, the firft-born of 
power, and heir of ajHuence. Such 
IS the blifs of thofe, who. ftep from 
barren, joylefs celibacy to jocund 
wedlock!" 

Adelaide. " How willingly does 
Adelaide credit your afTurances,, be- 
lieving what fhe wifhes!" 

Hugo returned to inform the knight 
that two monks from the cloifter of 
St, Bruno were at the gates, to de- 
iiEiand Adelaide, on the part of her 
fifter$9 who were alam^ed'at her unex* 
pefted delay. " I am certain," con- 

E 3 
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cliacfed Hugo, " Count Rodolph.wfl, 
hold the word he has given me." 

Rodolph. " Doubt of it would be 
herefy in friendfhip. The monks 
may enter, hi them appear. Adelaide, 
wilt thou be mine, my fair one?" 

Adelaides ** I will, while I ftaH 
continue my own. She ftretchedout 
her lily hand to his gentle preffure, 
her velvet lips to hi« ardent kifs, and 
thus without word er bond <:onfigned 
herfelf to him fpr ever. ^^ To-mor- 
row, whifpered Rodolpji, " I demand 
thee of thy lifters ; till then think of 
thy adoring Rodolph, as to him iJiy 
image will be ever prefent." He 
threw the veil over her face, and qi) 
the infiant the monks entered. 
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Rodotph. " Behold me, revetend 
fathers, reftored to fanity by the be- 
nign looks of this holy virgin. God, 
who can view the interior of the 
heart, may witnefs my gratitude : but 
to her it can never be evinced. As a 
flight tokeo of it to men, I will 
ereft an altar in the church of St. 
Bruno, on which a multitude of tapers 
fiiall burn -day and night." 

** We thank you, noble "knight, in 
the name of our patron faint, whofe 
guardian hand be ever over thee." 

RoiolpJi. *^ Unmerited thanks are 
reproaches. I give nothing, and were 
* I to give all I have, my debt to Hea- 
ven would not be acquitted. Holy 
oiic, think of me in thy orifonSi" . 
E4 
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Adelaide., " All my prayfers fhall 
be for the continuance of thy hap{»- 
nefs." 

She departed, and the monks fol- 
lowed her. Rodolph .afcejided the 
higheft turret of his caftle, to accom- 
pany with his eyes his beloved, and 
fp partially prolong^ her prefence. 

What a reftlefs night for Adelaide- 
followed this eventful day. Sleep^ 
which, before (he nc^ver courted in 
vain, fled her embracer ; or came at- 
tended with atraiaofwiWphantafies. 
hopes and doubts, and burning wifhes 
and. chilling fears, that kept her in, 
ceafelefs perturbation j and ever as 
the decifive morn approached, her 
throbbing anxiety redoubled. Withi 
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the firft ray, that did into heie daork- 
fome cell, fee rafe from her conchy 
and led by unreflefting cuftom, fought 
the garden, to repak any injuries her 
flowers might have fuftained during 
th^ night; but entangled in her new 
paffion,. her mind was free only to 
love and. Rodolph. She felt his kiifes 
ftill burn on her lips, his nervous arm 
encircle her waift, and his impaffion- 
ed fighs echoed in her heart. The 
rifing fun poured his hicid ftreams on 
the turrets of Felfeck, and thither 
were' Adelaide's eyes ever turned. — 
The cloifter bell rang to matins; but 
devotion had loft its empire oyer the 
foul of the fair hermitefs, who breath- 
ed a figh to love for the fuccefs of her 
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paflSion^ and forgot her ritual. The 
cheerful horns of the Felfcckers reach- 
ed her ears, and mounting w^ith joy- 
ous trepidation the roofof her chapel 
fbe faw on. the plain. beneath a proud 
band of cavaliers^ and at their hetd 
her lover. The horfes.tore up the 
ground, as if the incendiary trumpet 
initigated them againft impetuous ad- 
verfaries : the earth vaniihed beneath 
their winged feet; and yet Rodolph 
accufed his once fwift courfer of tar- 
dinefs; and yet Adelaide thought her 
lover fpared his fteed. A moment 
brought them to Adelaide's cell; — 
Rodolph loofed his fcarf from his 
{hQulder, and, cafting it into the gar- 
den, rode off on full fpeed without 
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feeing his beloved* Already was the 
band at the hermitage of Gertrude, 
where Rodolph and Heerftwruck dif- 
mounted^ and approached her cell.— 
Adelaide faw (his, and, anxious for 
the ^vent, defcended into her chapel 
to propitiate Heaven to her lover, 

G ert^^de, elated with fpiritual pride, 
received the vifit of the knights as a 
tribute to her fanfthy, and admitted 
them into her cell without hefitation. ' 
Hugo and the Count entered, and the 
others waited around the chapel. 

" Holy Gertrude," began Rodolph 
with a felicity jpf addrefs, which went 
home precifely to the paffions aud 
prejudices of the damfel, "holy Ger- 
trude, you fee before you a cavalier. 
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wkofe difordered intelle£l the look of 
your youngeft fitter has reftored to 
its priftine fanity, when* all other re^ 
medies had proved infufficient. Still 
muft I dread a relapfc, and therefore 
entreat you to give me nay phyfician 
foi;.a conftant companion and wife." 

Certrudt. *' Count, your demand 
chills me with horror. Know you. 
my youngeft fitter's vocation?" 

Rodolph. " I do; and therefore - 
demand her of you as a wife." 

Gertrude. " And forget'fl her vows, 
of etern;il chaftity ? Dare not, rafh 
man, I warn thee^ dare not, by thy 
impious pretcnfions, offend Heaven>. 
to whom fh€ is devoted." 
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. Roiolph. ** The cant of fupcrfti- 
tion and folly ! When did the All- 
gracious governor repeal his decree, 
that man ihouLd be as a ftaff to wo- 
man ip her earthly pilgrimage?—^ 
When did he ordain, that the fofeer 
fex, more duly tampered to defire thaa 
jcven ours, morfc finely framed for 
fenfibittty and paffion, fhould live in 
conftant flruggle dcbA contention with 
the inclinations he has imprefled on 
their natures ? When did the great pa- 
rent of the human race ena8, that 
fervid, fanguine youth Ihould fcut 
itfelf in the gloomy ceU of felf^-denial, 
where the ravenous brood of folitude 
and idlenefs feed on the brain, and 
ungratified and undiverted appetites 
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fuborn the foul to outrage, on nature. 
**Thefe are the phantafies of monks^ 
who think Heaven beft plcafed by 
the rejeftion of favours^ beft obeyed 
by refifiance to his commands mani- 
fefted by the voice of the fcnfes. I 
know other, and better ways of ferv- 
ing him; by accepting his bounties 
with a grateful mind, by enjoying 
them with a fenfible heart; by yield- 
ing to the biafles he has implanted in 
us* My blood ftewed on his fon's 
fcpiilchre, in diftant climes midft bar- 
barous people, while the minifters of 
religion were fprinkling holy water at 
home; my arm fmote the enemies of 
Heaven in the deadly field, while 
God's own minifters but curfed themi 
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in the chapel. God created man and 
woman for enlivening aflivity and 
harmonious communion^ the parents 
of happinefs. Priefts werewifer than 
their maker, and perverted, them to 
ruinous (loth and unproductive celi- 
bacy. Heaven invefted not Adelaide 
in all her attractions to read maifes 
and chaunt dirges: there needs no 
juft proportion, no elegant form, no 
fky-tinftured complexion for that. A 
monaftery is the grave of beauty and 
energy. Why bury my lovely Ade- 
laide, replete with fenfe and goodnefs, 
thus alive in a loathfome charnel- 
houfe ?" 

Gertrude. " Count, you forget to 
whom you addrefs yourfelf. Remem^ 
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ber^ Addidde's fiftar k her guar- 

R&dolph. ^ When I know it, I 
will. Who, or what makes you the 
gnalfdian of Adelaide ? She is no un- 
inftrufted child, ignorant of what is 
goodor^vil; and better has her hu^ 
mane heart taugt her the duties of her 
fex, than all your Paternoflers and 
Avemaries. I owed it to my order 
and to myfelf, to folicit her hand of 
her fifters ; I have done fo,. and ac- 
quitted myfelf of my duty. I afk a 
yes or no : and neither wifh one, nor 
fear the other. The laws of God are 
untouched and inviolate, though re- 
gardlefs of your oppofition I make 
her my wife op her own confent alone ; 
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meat thus autborifed do I qytrage iht 
Aatutes cf knighthood. For feniate 
fuperftit|on, and monkifh ordinances, 
I burft through thein without fcruple. 
1 have learnt in the crufadc that ora^ 
<\c& are ceafed? and that priefts no 
longer utter (he infpirations of the 
Divinity/* 

Gertrude. " Ralh, impious here- 
tic I Oh that I could exile him from 
Jaivation into the burning departs of 
intolerable perdition 1 Yet what / 
cannot, the Ahhot may, and we fliall 
then fee if excommunication be no 
bar to hi« lawlcfs procedure. Count, 
were I to propofe the purchafe of thy 
eftates, wouldft thou c!ofe with my 
offers?'' 

F 
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RodolpL ^' Not without mature 
deliberation." 

Gertrude. " Shall man require de- 
liberation ere he part with his fordid 
wealth, and ftiall it be denied to a 
woman in affairs of higher moment ?^ 
Would you have me give my lifter 
to you before I know that you de- 
ferve her ?" 

Rodolfh. " A£k the indigent and 
miferable of the whole region : — ^tbey 
know Rodolph of Felfeck. Afk the 
braveft knights of Germany, who 
flood forth the champions of Reli- 
gion in Paleftine: they will vouch 
for Rodolph of Felfeck. . , Afk the 
dread judges of the fell tribunal^ who 
decree life or death fecret as divine 
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vengeance : they will vouch for Ro- 
dolph of Felfeck. Alk the cloifters 
and hofpitals around, which I have 
enriched by my donations ; they know 
Rodolph of Felfeck " 

. Gertrude. '' Give me time to en- 
quii:e of them ?" 

Rodolph. Not an eye's twinkling. 
I anfwet for them all, to the vajour 
and piety of Rodolph of Felfeck. — 
Heaven! what fin have my forefa- 
thers committed, that I fhould need 
this aflurance to a woman ?" . 

Hugo. " In a woman. Count, the 
fufpicion may . be . pardoned.. . The 
man, who fti(5iald doubt the! word of 
a knight would pierit death for his 
bafe fufpicion. My advice is to give 
F 2 
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the Lady Geirtrtide ample tiifl<j fof 
confideration;*' ^ 

RodolpR. " How long a tittle de 
yoti require, Lady?*' 

Gertrude, ^ Three day^.** 

Rodolp^h'. * Oh the fourth your 
fitter becomes my wife, "whatevear 
^6\xt dcftcnArtyation/' The kfiight left 
the cell with Hugo, vaulted on hi« 
fteed, and fending twelve of his rct^ 
rtue t<i guard the refidence of Ade- 
laide, ro^ wi^ tfat otha#$ %& hi^ &^m 
manfion. 

A^ Iboh ai Rod€i]ph ^^as ^^t of 
(Qertrucfe^a fight, flie fiuimoiicil by a 
com^ned figitat her fift^ef Cunegdndht 
to $ {>rivit^ tdi^ferenct, ^t iirhich 
W^ FeiiX^ ^ho c$me by kccidfeHt ^ 



ii: «5 ] 

ihk yeinf moaeiH^ Ho conf<^ Ger- 
l^nide, af^ficd* The conn fat on the 
)ife f^^ 'bravie Rodplpfa, whofe pro- 
ffinc love, and impio^^ fcQra of 
every thiag facred we^e painted with 
thfe .iQpft hideous features hy the exaf- 
perated Gertrude, wha aggravated the 
^anly f]^edpm» and decent indigna- 
tion of the ypuiig kfnight into facri- 
legious contempt^ and hr.utal fude- 
j^k. She urgiB^d the fcandal incurred 
by all, Ihould either of diem kaye the 
fficred folitude of the hermitage for 
the impure folace of nuptial coisoimu- 
4iion; flie pointed to the Jofs of the 
convent^ Ihould Rodolph obtain the 
portion of Adelaide, which could not 
.l^e withheld from him if he became 
F 3 
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her confort ; and! concluded thus v — 
*' you fee, reverend faiher^ that the 
honour of religion^, and tlie good of 
your cloifter, require you to fulmi- 
nate your fpirituai cenfures on the 
unholy head of this audacious nobfe, 
this enemy of religion, and rebel 
againft God, ere three funs have 
gilded and matured his impiety." 

Friar Felix. " 'Tis eafy as the 
credo to write and iffue the anatha- 
ma; but hard as the afcent to Heaven 
to execute it. The breed of knights 
is extinO:, who held the ftirrups of 
our abbots when when they went to 
the chace, and honored therafelves in 
performing for us the n^oft menial 
offices. They are no longer the 
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j)lay things of our gaiety, and weapons 
of our vengeance. They departed 
for Paleftine lambs, but they have re- 
turned lions. The fuccefs our prayers 
procured their arms^ has inflated them 
with refraftory infolence. They de- 
ride our harmlefs curfe, which does 
not rob them of a fingle confederate 
or vaffal, they ftalk proudly among 
the nobles of the land, and fleep tran- 
quil in their manfions, while our vain 
interdiflions are unfelt and unre- 
fpeaed." - 
' Gertnidt. " But why do you not 
iterate to them daily, that Heaven's 
vengeance is fiifpended over all thofc 
who flielter its outlaws ?" 

F 4 
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s Friar Felix. " We do iteraise^ attd 

reiterate it to them daily, but they 

hearken noi to our words* The chiU 

dfen are grown up, and €teQ)ife the 

tnafter, who held them iii ^wc, and 

deride the bugbears, with which he 

enflaved their infantile appi^ehenfiohs. 

They laugh at our cuifcs, bue they 

(hall learn to reverence our d^gers* 

Ripdolph is the Iaudkci6us incehdiary, 

who with Hugo of Heerlbrufekj infti- 

gated^the neighbouring barons againft 

our convent^ and fwore its deftruc- 

tion, becaufe We retained the funis of 

money, whith thty had depofited in 

our treafury^ when they departed on 

our errand for Pakfiine. Tbe info- 

lent rebel flball feel his walls and. his 
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valour no rajti(»trt againft our SiU- 
fearching arm.'* 

Gertrude. ^ Yes; he muft bleed 
for the giory 6f religion.'* 

Cunegonde. " Why muft he bleed ? 
Has an earthquake fwallowed up the 
dungeons^ in which the church once 
immured its rcfraftory fubjeas ?*' 

Gertrude. " No ; he (hall bleed : 
the infoknc man, that dared dilpute 
our fanfiity of x:hara£ber^aiid queftion 
the purity of our devotion." 

" i:unegende. « Can he impeach 
our fiinftity frtmi the bottom of the 
dongeaii?" 

Gertrude. « He (hall bleed, I fay^ 
or, fifter Cunegonde — th« holy . trio 
lofes two of its members. To whom 
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belonged the fword-bclt, which I 
found the other morn behind thy bed- 
fteadr 

Cunegonde. " Well, let him bleed 
then!" 

Friar Felix. " When?" 
Gertrude. " To-morrow evening!" 
Cunegonde. *' Well then be it to- 
morrow evening — ** 

Friar Felix. ** The next day I pre- 
fent his head to you^ — Will you con- 
fefs yourfelf now. Lady Gertrude?" 

Cunegonde retired to her hermi- 
tage, Gertrude to confeffion, and the 
tender Adelaide fat comfortlefs, and 
anxious: in her cell. Fear was her 
interpreter^ and reprefented every ap- 
pearance as againft her wiflies. The 
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return of the Count without ap- 
proaching her refidence, and the 
guard fet over her intimated a rejec- 
tion of his fuit, and denounced death 
to her happinefs/ The rofes of the 
morning affumed a livid palenefs in 
her eyes, the effulgent noon grew lu- 
rid, and the fummer eve feemed to 
fliroud itfelf in the tenfold darknefs of 
December. Sleeplefs as the preced- 
ing paft this feafon of repofe. Reft- 
lef$ anxiety toft her on her rude mat- 
trefs into a high fever, and the hot 
tears guflied froiti her feared eyelids. 
Though fhe knew not' what fhe had 
to lament, or whom to accufe, fhe 
gave berfelf up to fbrrow. She. for- 
got to feed her doves, and found them 
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llic enfuing niQrn fasnt and drooping. 
They no longer fluttered frolic to 
their miftrefs, and neftled in her bo- 
jbm, but crept flowly froro their neft 
^nd trailed their cowering pinions on 
the earth. Adelaide preffed them to- 
her glowing cheek with ihame and 
conipunQion, and moiilened jtheir 
food with her tears. 

Gertrude came to Her in the even« 
ing to acquaint her with Rodolph's 
demand, and to extort from the inno- 
cent, [artlefs modefty of Adelaide a 
rejeftion of the knight's propofals. — 
She enquired if her heart pleaded the 
caufe of Rodolph, and urged his pre- 
tenfions ; and though every fymptom 
of love appeared in the gentle girir 
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ithe perverfe virgin periifted to bc- 
Heve her indifferent to the youth, 
whefc name alone made every nerve 
vibrate. Gertrude departed, affuting 
her filler th^ liberty was the region 
of happinefs, and that no flavery was 
fo oppreffive as the flavery of wed- 
Idtk. Mean while Friar Felix pre- 
l^ared to execute their dire counf^k. 

There flood, on a large ftream^ 
about a mile from Felfeck, a mill 
dreadful even to the fowls of the air, 
that flew ovtT it: of inacceffible en- 
trance and impregnable ftation. A 
fteep acclivity of fmooth granite led 
to a defile fo narrow, as fcarce to ad- 
tnit three horfemen abreaft* Broad 
4:jfags and lofty fpires of maffive rock 
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towered on each fide over the road, 
and excluded the fun till noonday. — 
On the right, near the entrance, the 
flood that turned the mill rufhed with 
a ftrong current, and driving down 
the clifF left but a narrow path unin- 
undated. The left fide of the val- 
ley was defended by a wall of rocks, 
whofe tops crowned with lofty chef- 
nuts threw a deeper gloom over the 

dark vale beneath them. All felt that 
the inhabitant of fuch a place could 
be no friend to humanity, and vari- 
ous tales of horror were related of 
enormities perpetrated by the fuc- 

, ceffive refidents, who were fortified 
againft the arm of juftice by the 

\ ftrength of their fituation. — ; — 5ince 
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ihouldany hoftile approach be made 
to the valley, the ftream, at one end, 
which flowed out through two chan- 
nels, might be made to pour wholly 
down the declivity and overflow the 
entire pafTage, and at the other a 
ftrong tower, fituated in a narrow der 
file, and provided with thick gates 
and a ponderous portcullis, cut off 
accefs. Oppofite the mill lay an old 
ruinous vault, empty and unfrequent- 
ed, as it was believed to be haunted 
by a fpirit, that deftroyed with fire 
and fulphur, .^ofoever entered it. 
The vale from its natural obfcurity, 
and the feelings of myftery and gloom 
affociated with it, was named The 
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Black Vdlky^ and the ruin was called 
TTie CkarneUhoufe if Death. 

Friar Felix iifued orders foar the 
murder of Count Rodolph, to the 
miller of the black valley. He was 
the tenant of the convent and minifter 
of its vengeance, and had received 
indemnity for all his crimes pad or 
future, in reward for his lending his 
arm and art to the afiaffinations of the 
convent. 

Purfuant to the Friar's injunftioii 
a peafant was difpatched to Rodolph, 
who informed the* Count, that a 
knight, with whom he had joined 
fellowfhip in Paleftine, waited in the 
mill of the black valley to greet him. 
The intrepid youth, who fufpefted 
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no fnare, ordered his horfe to be im- 
medately faddled, and hafted to the 
vale withQut kaving word with any 
pf his ferv^nts, pf the place he was 
fi^mmoned tp. He had fcarce pro- 
ceeded a mile from Felfcck ere the 
(kies were involved in thick, tur- 
bid clouds, and the rattling thunder 
Ihook the vaft dome of Heaven. A 
whirlwind raifed the duft, and hurled 
it in giddy eddies in the air. The in- 
tervening volumes obfcured the day, 
and tke darknefs of the tempeft was dif- 
played ever and anon by the fulphur- 
ous flafbesthat ifl'ued from the.fwoln 
clouds of nitrous exhalation. Ro- 
dolph fpurred on his horfe, to flielter 
Wm before the ftorm poured down in 
G 



C 98 ] 

rain, and he had not reached the 
tower, that guarded the entrance of 
the vale, when the burfting Heavens 
fliowered down whole ftreams on himv 
. He fought the covert of the tower to 
Ihield himfelf from the driving rain, 
and flopping his ft^ed under the arch- 
ed portals, heard through the rufli of 
die mill ftreara, the howling of the 
tempcft, the clatter of the rain, and the 
roaring of the thunder, the voices of 
men in earneil difcaurfe; butthemixt 
clamour rendered them indiAind and 
unintelligible. Screwing his atten- 
tion to the higheft pitch, he caught at 
length thefe words, which were ut- 
tered in a louder tone : Do you fee 
eur game? But for the ikiendl)? 
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lightening, I (hould fear he would 
efcape us. 

This difcourfe gave him fome alarm, 
and irrefolute whether he Ihould pro- 
ceed or return, Rodolph flood fome 
time deliberating ; when the thought 
of his Adelaide rendering him chary 
of life, he refolved to venture no fur- 
ther. 'Scarcely had he turned his 
fteed, when a fudden gufb of light- 
ning (hed a momentary day over the 
vale, and ere the bellowing thunder 
fmote hi^ ears, the voices in the tower 
exclaimed, he's our own, he's here, 
Joofe the grate — and fearfully groan^ 
ing the heavy portcullis rattled dawn 
before him. Inclofed on this fide 
Rodolph fprung towards the cliffy. 

G2 280059 
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but found it wholly fwept by the rag- 
ing torrent ; and now he f^lt himfelf 
in the toils of death, and lamented 
that, except his fword, he had come 
unarmed to the perilous region. He 
wandered about the vale in fearch of 
an aperture, but in vain. To pre- 
ferve his life was not lefs his duty 
than his will ; ye:t, what means had 
he of faving himfelf ? Without fliield 
or armour, he had no chance in the 
conteft with a band of refolute and 
well-provided ruffians. 

By degrees the tempeft blew oflF^ 
but the darknefs remainj^d, as mid- 
night had overtaken it, and by the 
diftant lightnings Rodolph difcerned 
the fh^attered vault,. He fprang from 
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his fteed, drove him loofe into the 
vale, and defcended fword in hand 
into the damp vault. Shuddering 
horror jiervaded his whole frame, 
when arriving at the bottom of the in- 
fernal hole his feet trod every ftep on 
rattling fragments, or ftruck againft 
rolling balls. He caught at one and 
grafped — a fculL A fudden fplafh 
arrefted his ear, which was followed 
by a loud cry of, there he is I He is 
fwimming along the ftream ! Shoot, 
Max !^— And the twang of a crofs- 
bow followed. The ntooh had rifen, 
and now emerged from a thick cloud, 
that had hitherto mufHed her„ when 
Rodolph faw at the bank of the river 
feveral ruffians, who ftrove to draw 
G 3 
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his fleed to them with long ftavcs. — 
The kqigbt, cried, one, has efcaped 
us; and another anfwered, could he 
fwim like an eel or fly like a falcon, I 
would believe he had efcaped us. 
Fear not ; he is ftill fafe in the val- 
ky. Do you and Hans fearch for 
him. Two of the band feparated 
from the others, and thefe lafl: return- 
ed to the mill. As the two ruffians 
pafled by the vault, Rodolph (looped 
and the bones rattled under him. — 
Hark, cried one, the fpirit is cpllecl- 
ing his bones together, whene'er I 
approach that vault my devil feems 
to defert me, and my heart finks 
within my breaft. Stay awhile, cried 
xhe other, bolder villain, and we'll 
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fend thee to hell with a companion. 
Rodolph rattled the bones with more 
violence, and feizing two fculls held 
them over the wall and beat them to- 
gether. The ruffians hearing the loud 
clatter and feeing the white globes 
blaze with the refledion ©f the moon^ 
fled to the mill in confternation.— 
When Rodolph no longer difcerned 
any light glimmering from the mill, 
he fattened various bonesto his girdle 
and baldric, fixed a fcuU to his cap, 
bound his fcarf round his face, leav- 
ing only his eyes free, and chmbing 
out of the vault proceeded to the 
tower. But the grate was ftilldown, 
^nd the ftrength of Sampfon had been 
infufficient to raife it. Thence the 
G 4 
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knight proceeded to the declivity, 
which as before was (hut agaihft him 
by the impetuous current. On no 
jfide was there a' poffibility of evafion. 
Again he defcended into the dire 
vault, ftretched his weary limbs on 
the fcattered, bones, recommended 
himfelf and his Adelaide to the pro- 
teSion of Heaveuj and courted fltep 
t6 vifit his weary eyelids; but repofe 
fled affrighted from his dire chamber, 
whqr? death had fpread the couch for 
him. 

As foon as the firft fpark of morn 
began to glimmer, feveral men, armed 
with various weapons^ iffued from the 
mill, and bent their courfe to the 
tower at the entrance. Rodolph heard 
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the clanking of chains accompanied 
with harfli gratings, and fpying thro* 
the yawning rifts of the vault faw the 
portcullis flowly and laborioufly ele- 
vated. A pilgrim foon after entered 
the valley, and was proceeding to the 
mill, when an iron arrow, difcharged 
from a crofs-bow, flruck him in the 
temple, and he fank dead to the 
earth. The affaffins darted.out upon 
their prey like ravenous wolves, cut 
the head from the fhoulders, and 
mangled and defaced the vifage. — 
Now, crfed one of the infernal band, 
ftiall Rodolph's mother be uncertain 
that thou art not the head of her fon* 
The others bore the mutilated corpfe 
to the vaults and call it over the walls 
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at tte feet of Rodolph, who felt his 
blood chill with horror when he faw 
the body before him, ftill inftinfl with 
life, and palpitating. Inflamed to 
. furjr with the fpeftacle, he dipped his 
hands in the fmoaking blood, and 
ftaked his claim to Heaven's protec- 
tion on exterminating the ac£urfed 
miller and his pernicious clan, and 
burying them in the dire vault with 
their innocent viflims, that at the laft 
day their accufers might (land up 
with thetn, and call down perdition 
on their heads. The noon-day fun 
now grew intolerably hot ; Rodolph*s 
tongue cleaved to his parched palate; 
for four and twenty hours he had 
neither eaten nor drank, and he now 
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fucked his damp garments to quench 
the burning thirft that tormented him. 
Searching the pilgrim's waHet, to learn 
fome particulars of his date, he 
found a loaf, which he feized and de- 
voured with avidity. Amidft curfes 
on his deftinyjithat made Wm rob the 
dead, and owe his life to one, Who 
through him had come to dcftruQion; 
amidft prayers for Adelaide's welfare, 
4nd plans for his qfcape, the tedious 
day jroUed over. As night drew on, 
he prepared for his laft attempt at 
flight, refolving, Ihould it fail, to 
break into the mill and flay its exe- 
crable matter, though death barred 
return againft him. The portcullis 
was ftill xaifcd, and he iaw but one 
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at tte feet of Rodolph, who felt his 
blood chill with horror when he faw 
the body before him, ftill inftinftwith 
life, and palpitating. Inflamed to 
furjr with the fpeftacle, he dipped his 
hands in the fmoaking blood, and 
ftaked his claim to Heaven's protec- 
tion on exterminating the accurfed 
miller and his pernicious clan, and 
burning them in the dire vault with 
their innocent viflit^^^^^t at the laft 
day their accui- Jk ftand ^P 

with themj^^Hi|^^K perdiu^^ 
on ihei^^^^^^^^^^Bi^^dav (^^^ 
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centry on the tower. Him he feared 
not: but for greater fecurity from 
prevention, he cloathed himfelf in the 
long tunic of the pilgrim, muffled his 
face in his fcaff, and holding a fcull 
under his left arm, and his fword in the 
right, left the loathfome ruin, in which* 
IFor two days he bad been buried. — 
The moon had not yet afcended the 
arch of Heaven, but her oblique rays^ 
from the horizon ferved to light him 
towards the tower. When he had pro- 
ceeded a few fteps, he heard a voice 
from the mill cry, '^ See there, maf- 
ter ! There go6& the murdered pilgrim 
through the valley, carrying his head 
under his arm." " Take this to hell 
for a paffport," cried another in 
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hoarfer accents, and loofed the twang- 
ing bow. Rodolph ftooped beiiind 
a rock, heard the bolt whiftk over his 
head, and crept like a lamed beagle 
towards the tower. The watch was 
terrified, recommended himfelf to 
Heaven, and ftammered out a prayer 
for mercy. Rodolph hailed, through 
the fat^l porch, wbich had once clofed 
on him like the jaws of death, and 
ran with all his fleetnefs from the ac- 
curfed %ot. But in the doubtful 
glimmer of the night he miftook bis 
road, and found himfelf at the return 
of morn in a region, with which he 
was wholly unacquainted. The rifiqg 
fun glittered frpm fome gijded pinna- 
cles, that rofe abov^ a wood of chef- 



nuts; — and thither he direQed his 
courfe, when he was fuddenly fur- 
rounded by a band of horfemen, who 
exclaimed with exulting tone, , " 'Tis 
he ! His demon has delivered him to 
us!" With that they feized and bound 
him, placed him on a horfe, and rode 
with him into the foreft. 

On the evening of the day after 
Rodolph's vifit, Cunegonde and Fe- 
lix met at the cell of Gertrude, to 
hear, that the impious youth, who 
wouid have fevered their fifter from 
Heaven, was expunged from the face 
of exiftence. Adelaide, thi« day as 
the preceding, had expe&ed her 
lover with fond impatience ; and vex- 
ation and anxiety rent her heart, whex> 
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again (he found herfelf difappointed. 
Her reftlefs difquietude urged her to 
Gertrude's cell, where fhe found the 
dire tribunal affembled. She reproach- 
ed her fifters with more fadnefs than 
bitternefs, that they had ruined her 
peace, deflroyed her happiness, had 
rendered nature odious, and life bur- 
thenfome to her. — Gertrude com- 
menced an harangue to ffaew, that 
her diftrefs was the chaflifement of 
Heaven j for her backfliding to world- 
ly defires, whea a loud blow on the 
door of the cell interrupted her ho- 
mily. Adelaide ftarted, and turned 
pale, as if fomc great evil hung over 
her. Gertrude went out for fome 
time to confer at the door with Felix> 
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and Adelaide waited their return mik 
unaccountable terror. They return, 
fbUowed by. a man, whofe torvou3 
vifage bore the legend of perdition 
deeply ftamped on it, and who held 
in his hand a bloody napkin. The 
grim fmile of triumphant malignity 
glared hideous on the faces of Felix 
and Gertrude. 

Unhq)py Adelaide, faid Gertrude, 
ftruggling to reprefs her fwelling 
tranfports, arm thyfelf with the forti- 
tude of a martyr. Is it not true, that 
ihould the god of love require it, 
thou couldft with cheerfulnefs and 
alacrity die for thy lover ?" 

Adelaide. « Sis — ^ter! 1 
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cQuldrr-T—rNeeds he aay blood # 

Yet why fends he this devil for it ?" 

Friar Felix. " He aflcs not your 
blood, but requires your compliance 
with his will." 

Adelaide. " A«d his will — Friar? 
Why art thou filent? What wills 
he of me?" 

Gertrude. " To liften calmly to 
this man." 

« Adelaide. « That man ? What 
have I to do with that man? Looks he 
not like an outcafl from falvation? — 
Do not treachery and murder lurk in 
every line of his abhorred features? 
Out.of my fight, vaffal of iniquity." , 

Ruffian. " Lady, if my melfage 
pleafe, my face need not raoleft you. 
H 
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Count Rodolpb— or fhall I proceed 
no further ?" 

Adelaide. " Nay, good friend, for- 
give me. Go on with thy meffage — 
You have come far I fear, and faft; 
fhall I bring you any refreftiing 
draught? — But my Rodolph? — ** 

Rujian. « Is dead!" 

Adelaide. « Dead ?— 'Tis falfe ! 
Had Heaven taken the angel to itfelf^ 
would it announce its grace to me by 
this envoy of Erebus ?^ Hence poor, 
deceiver." 

Rit^an. " Behold then my creden* 
tials!" — Saying this he unrolled the 
cloth and caft a bloody head on the 
ground before her. 
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Gertrade furveyed the dire fpeCla- 
cle with greedy curiofity. Cunegonde 
Ihudderiijig averted her eyes, and the 
Friar grinned hideoufly. 

Adelaide flew to feize the mangled 
head, and bending over it in fpeech- 
left agony gazed on it, till over- 
powered with horror and defpair, Ihe 
funk fenfelefs tq the ground. Cune- 
gonde immerfed as Ihe was in fenfu- 
ality was not dead to pity ; but Ger- 
trude and the Friax, callous to com- 
paflion or remorfe, felt no touches of 
compaffion, though the veteran in 
murder himfelf betrayed figns of 
repentance. 

Ruffian. " She lies pale and mo- 
tionlefs as a corpfe; and whom but 
H 2 
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me will Heaven deem the mitrderer 
of tiiis angel? May my perdition be 
irrevocable, (hould (he die, if I dd 
net fet fire to year neft, and confam« 
ivith flames the ivhole ftqpent brood 
of you. Did you hire m^ to oufiragi^ 
angels ? Give me my recorapence, 
and let me be gone. . 

Gertrude. « Thou (k^h hare i 
double recompence, if thou perform 
all as the holy father inft^ufled thee.*' 

Rtijian. " Not for a triple one, 
and thit twiee told too. I let myfelf 
out but to murder. Friar, haft thou 
any ^bfolution for the monfter, who 
can ftretch maidens on th^ rack of 
hell, and exhauft his premeditated 
torments oh them^ See her fweet 
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face JbedevM libe a cruflied violet 
with th^ fwjeat of death, and ihall I 
ftrain itnc excruciating engine ftill 
further?" 

Gertrvde. ** Complete diy work, 
apdftafce thy xeward ten times over." 

Ruffian. " I take it, to p^rqhafe 
a dagger, that fhall difmifs your pol- 
luted fpirits to the perdition that 
yawns for jthem^ as foon as I he^r of 
^he (feath of this injured faint. Monk, 
frown not at me thus ; I almoft think 
thy ,head would pay my toll at the 
gates of Heaven. If thou value thy 
throat, add no further impulfc to the 
dark fuggeftion." 

Cunegonde. " IJufh, good friend, 
my fitter recovers." 

H3 
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Adelaide. «^ Dead f — Dead !— Cru- 
el Heaven! Why was Adelaide thus 
doubly flain in the death of her Ro- 
dolph?" 

" Gertrude. " Sifter, liften to the 
relation of his death, that, if poilible, 
thou may eft avenge it." 

Ruffian. " At the entranqe, Lady, 
of the Black Valley I found him in 
the laft agonies. A knight, muttered 
he in broken accents, has murdered 
me treacheroufly. Take my fcarf to 
Adelaide of Sunau, tell her if ever 
flie wed anotheV^^my foul (hall accufe 
her before God of adultery, my ghoft 
ftep between her and the embrace of 
her paramour, and pollute like a har- 
py all his careffes." 
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Adelaide. " Stay thy calumnious 
^tongue, foul afperfer! Never would 
my loved youth doubt my coiiftancy ; 
nor could his gentle fpirit breathe 
fuch venemous menaces," ^ 

Ruffian. " Finifli your lie with 
your own tongues. On them be the 
guilt of it!" And with thefe words 
the villain ruflied out of the curfed 
cell. 

When grief is at its fartheft bound, 
and confines on defpair, it has neither 
voice nor tears, nor fignificance of 
feature ; and, though it feeks to efFufe 
it^ burfting bofom by aftion, it ,afls 
without confcioufnefs or purpofe. — 
Adelaide neither complained, nor 
wept ; her face was ftript of expref- 
H4 



Son, artd kft in all the nakedn^fi of 
ihfenfibility and idiotifm. She looked 
with a ftupid gaze at the grim, mail- 
gltd hSad ; then fought Isl cloth, per- 
haps to cleanfe it from the clotted 
^ott, that bozed fiorh an hundred 
f'iif^iAki^ orifices; but flie tore the 
ii'apki'n to fhred^, apparently without 
intefrt or refleftiort, itM fcaltered the 
fragments over the gafhed cheeks of 
het Cftic6 Mobthing ioviSr, Then flie 
gazed mournfully at the gfeaftly fea- 
tures, fighed thrice, a^nd, while a con- 
vulfi ve ftiudder tan through her limbs,, 
walked filehtly to her cell. Cune- 
gonde, awaked Id pity and afFeftion^ 
followed her. 
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White his (uppofed death was wept 
and exalted in, Rotlolph was am- 
veyed by die h<Drfeitten to the caftlC) 
of which he had feen the turrets o'or. 
crefting the wood. In vain were all 
his demands, Why he was treated thiirs 
uftfCourteoufly and ignomimoufly ;— 
in vain his requefts to them to 
remove the rfc^f from his vrfege, 
that they might become confcions 
of their err^r, and releaie him*— 
He named himfelf ; hut was derided^ 
and told, that Count Rodolph was a 
tnamiac, and never went out of his 
demefnes. As they approached the 
gates, one of the horfemen cried, 
" open the doors : we have caught 
the traitor"' — atiSi mnnediately a sed 



ftreamer was hoifted on the tower, 
and a white doth waved from a win- 
dow in one of the wings of the edi- 
fice. The portals were thrown open : 
but n6 iboner had the band entered, 
than one of them caft a winding- 
fheet over Rodolph, who was dif- 
abled by his bonds from refiftance, 
rolled him up in it, and bade the reft 
cany the caitiff to his tomb. Rage, 
terror and defperation gave the knight 
fupeirnatural force; but fpite of his 
efforts, he was dragged he knew not 
whither, while the reiterated blows of 
a tolling bell alarmed the moft fearful 
conjeftures of his deftiny. He was • 
left on the floor, and hearing the 
creak of bolts, and the dying away of 
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^iftant footfteps, he extricated himfelf 
from the flieet, and by furious and 
defperate exertions burft the cords 
with which his myfterious affailants 
hadtound him. He tore the fcarf 
from his face, and found himfelf in a 
glimmering vault furrounded by cof- 
fins. He examined the vault on every 
fide in hopes of efcape; but found 
no outlet except the grated door, 
which was fo fecurely faftened as to 
defy all his wild attempts to force it. 
Befide him ftoqd a pitcher of water, 
and a loaf of bread. Scarcely could 
the knight believe, when furprife and 
iglge fubfided, that he did not dream; 
but the pa.ngs, that racked every mem- 
ber of his frame, convinced him of 
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i&st vealfty c^the &ene, rekindlied his 
phiaenfy and urged him to frelh drug- 
gies to cfcape, -which were fruitlefs as 
the former. Weary at length, and 
^ippreiTed with gain, he turned to 
oootemi^bibe his fituaiiion, and tortur- 
ed his mind ^ith vain enquiries con- 
cerning the cauie^ and author of his 
prdent captivity. His confcience was 
void of offence to any one, nor knew 
he a fingle knight, who bad r^on to 
hear^e»nul^:S|gainfthifn« Hi« (thoughts 
now «efted an Adelaide, aad a thou- 
fand fears of her fafety difquieted 
him. He knew the dangers, which 
befet her from the avarice of tl# 
monks, and the envy of her fifter, 
and again Tage at his confinement 
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vfAs^ working him to madneCt, vfhen 
hn attention was fuddenly attraSled 
by hearing the tender accents of a wo- 
man, intermingled with the plaintive 
melody of the lute. He liftened, and 
diftinguilhed through the intervention 
of diftance thefe words : 

Whe« birds obfcene ihall leave their i^Loomjr 
haantSj 

And yelling wolves alarm the night's dull ear; 
When rapine^ morder rear their hideous fronts ; 

And elves and goblins taint the murky air ; 

When by the moon's pale beam^ her noontide 
fun. 
Night's plaintive bird ihall feek the haunts 
(he loves; 
When Heaven's patrole its watchful rounds has 
gone; 
And through the argent air the /Jrlphid people 
roves; 



iaiin0f& opening his mouthy (hev^ 
he h^ no tongue. Rodolph ftarted 
back with compaffion and horror .-^ 
The dwarf beckoned to him to eat. 
^ Poifon hirks m your fraudful deli- 
€ftc£sjs i vstt not tafle tlieiii," cvied 
the knight. The dwarf ate feveral 
morfels, and drank out of the fia(k of 
wine he had hromght with him. Sn- 
c6uraged to confidence, and urfed 
by hunger, Rodolph fed largely on 
the tafteful «ieat8, ;ind emptied the* 
copious flagon of its invigorating 
juice, while the ^arf Itood refpeCt- 
fully bebiiid and waited on Him. The 
k night aiked various queftions; but fab 
refpondent's vocabulary was too fcan- 
ty for him to Itwn much from the 
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lanfwf rs. The dwarf feemed fuddenly 
alarmed, and threw himfelf into the 
pofture of one Uftening : Rodolph 
liftened too and heard a cock crow. 
His myftertous attendajeit clofed the 
iron d^m^ exiinguiibed the torch^ 
and lefi die knight muffled in the 
thick cloak of darkness. He called 
the dwavf > but hu ciics were ^ain, he 
heaid not even the found of ^ foot- 
fteps. Again Rodolph tormejrited him- 
felf by ftriving to cogiktie all tbefe 
circumftances^to Uatat caufe of his 
&izure ; but^ though he haraifed his 
memory, and imagination to refer 
them to himfelf, the glimmering of 
day^ that reached his dungeon, found 



I 
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him ftill entangled in a maze of inex- 
tricable perplexity. 

At length the dwarf appeared at the 
grate, reached the knight a loaf of 
bread through one of ^the apertures^ 
and filled his cruife with water. This^ 
was the provifion of the day; at night 
he brought again a fumptuous repaft^ 
and again vanifhed at break of morn«r 
And thus it was -for three nights ia 
fucceifion. 

On the fourth the dwarf brought a ' 
ftrip of written parchment, and pre- 
fen ted it to the knight, who returned 
it to him', faying coldly, that- arms, 
not letters, had been his ftudy. The 
dwarf mournfully dropt his head and' 
arms, and tears oozed from his eyes.. 



In the morning he brought bread and 
water, but expeftant of the nofturnal 
banquet Rodolph did not deign to 
touch them. At midnight the dumb 
attendant pirefented him a (heet of 
parchment, on which was drawn a 
lift furrounded with fpeftators; in 
the midft of which ftood a bier, and 
befide it were knights engaging. 

" Muft I combat ?" demanded Ro- 
dolph. 

The dwarf nodded. 

", With the baton of tbw cattle?" ^ 

The dwarf nodded. 

" What has made us enemies?". 

The dwarf ihrugged his Ihoulders, 
then, pointing to the knight, ftruck 

I 2 
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himf<blf on th^ breaft, and feH back aa 
if lifetefe* 

R€K}o}f)h didinot cosn^^idliead bim^ 
but refiimcd hi.& enquiries,. * <^ TS>Qi^ 
the baron fend; me tbefe riqh viiUMbA'^ 

The dvsapf fiiook his head afii ^ 
mark ^ comradidionr 

^^ £h>es he fendube brtad and w^ 
ter?" 

Nod)^ joxfittered in. dbs affiimative. 

" Who then treats me fo ho/pt^ 
tably?" 

Tito dwarf, looked eameftly at him ; 
but the cock crowed and he vaniflled. 

Every- additik)iiatGirciHaiftftnce aug- 
mentficb tile- perpljexity of Rodb^l>;— • 
with^lKhiAoflbc^i he could nqt con* 
mQ, what he hjgtd learnt with bU 
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feiz^we, and treatlment in confine- 
ment. That he Ihould be fumptirr^ 
pufly regaled by fomeone in a houfe, 
with the lord cf w^hich, who braved 
injuriouQy and contuiaelioufly to 
hiok^ ke Was to combat^ ftunned him 
with not lefs amazement than the 
particulars of his feizure. On the 
enfning night the meat was more de- 
licious and invigorating than before, 
the wine was of greater ftrength, and 
in larger ^antity^ When the heraW 
of day announced his cheerful met 
falge, the dwarf (hatched <fce knight's 
hand, prefled it reverendy, yet affec- 
tionaiely to his lips, raifed an implor- 
ing ioe>k to Heaven, and then, again 
kiffing Rodolph's right haiid, he drag- 
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gcd himfelf with flow and unwilling 
fteps away. 

Scarcely was the torch extinQ:^ 
fcarcely had the firft fteps of the re- 
tiring dwarf ceafed to reverberate 
along the vaulted paflages, when again 
the diftant harp's tender melody ftole 
on Ro(Jolph's ear. Tuned to fadnefs 
and regret, the plaintive notes linger- 
ed on the trembling chords, and figh- 
ingly foft as in themfdves they were, 
filtered by diftance they came doubly 
fweet and melodious lo the fenfe and 
feelings of' the knight. Melancholy 
fell like a mift on his foul, and forrow 
wrapt him in a thick gloom. Soon 
the tones wore another modulation, 
Sharper and deeper chords were ftruck 
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to a gayer and bolder meafure, and 
>the bounding notes refounded like the 
clangorous trumpet's charge to bat- 
tle. Rodolph's heart dilated with mar- 
tial ardour, he groped about him for 
a fword, the piflured fcroU had an- 
nounced the combat, and now the 
fouUinfpiring harp called him to the 
lift. Hope hovered over him, hold- 
ing in her out-ftretched hand the lau- 
rel of viSory, and every care fled 
from his breaft. But now the mufic 
gently whifpered like the lullaby of 
the mother, who fooths her infant to 
reft: Rodolph greedily imbibed the 
•delicious opiate, and funk fubdued 
into a deep, yet clear fleep, ere the 
harp ceafed its dulcet ftrain. 
I 4 
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If thefe fix days fcemed compaa of 
torments to Rodolph, to Adel«ude 
they appeared an eternity of hell, — 
Man may expeQ deliverance from his 
ftrength; but what reliance is there 
for feeble woman, whofc only arms 
are fupplications, whofe only defence 
is tears. Sanguine man, if but a flip 
remain of the blafled tree, looks for- 
ward to the poifeflion of another; ti- 
mid woman, if but a twig be broken,., 
fees the whole tree upon the ground. 
Rodolph could purfue the jocund 
thought of again feeing his beloved, 
uncertain as he was of her deftiny; — 
but where was ihe to roufe fuch an 
hope in the vale of death, which held 
her lover. When -a more diftinft 
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fenfc returned to her, Ihe felt the full 
account of her forrows, and bewailed 
the irreparable lofs with tears^ which 
were never to be dried up by the fer- 
vour of another paflion^ Shehadfeeft 
before her a lovely garden, where na* 
ture and art walked hand in hand like 
two twin-fiilers^ where every thing 
budded and bloomed for love, andall 
thai breathed and lived, chaunted 
his praifes ^ and oow a grafping eaitlv- 
quake had fwallowed this Eden, and 
kft a hoftr id chafm, wherein the frag- 
loents of ruined bouities ieemed to 
mourn their flbattered fyftem, tillftri^ 
veiled and burnt they ttiixed with the 
black mafs, that refembled the ful- 
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|)hurous fcoria of Etna's infernal 
rauldron. 

Here flie flood at firft overwhelm- 
ed arid aftoriiflied, and looking in 
difcerned nothing; but as her facul- 
ties recovered their ftiriQions,. Ihe 
perceived the fmouldering havoc. — 
When .the murderous news of Ro- 
dolph's death was announced to her, 
Jier paradife vanifhed from her eyes, 
then Che viewed the yawning abyfs 
and wondered at the tremendous de- 
vaftation of nature, finally the dreary 
pit feemed to exclaim; I have de- 
voured all thy happinefs, and now 
ihe comprehended the fum and mea- 
fure of her woes. She wandered 
aboik her garden, and fobbed and 
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^v^ept fo loud, that flie frighted Ae en- 
amoured nightingale from the covert, 
in which he .wooed his feathered mif- 
arefs. She tore the love devoted rofes 
and lilies from their ftems, and crufh- 
ed .the gaudy tuly, whofe livery of 
pleafure ill accorded with the fable of 
her woe. She let the hateful nettle, 
and ofFenfive thiftle o'er-run her gar- 
den, which ftung her delicate hands 
with fcorching pangs, and lacerated 
her tender limbs. Burning nettles 
and prickly thirties feemedio her the 
bofom nofegay of nature, and a crown 
pf thorns the nuptial wreathe, with' 
which Hymen graced his votaries. — 
She hated, and fled the confolations 
of her fillers, and mockeries of her 
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nitiery^ Devotion no longer offered 
hci* a fanfluary againft defpair : Hea- 
ven had Ihewn itfelf her foe, and 
fhould flie aflc relief of the enemy, 
who had wounded her ? 

On the third evening after Ro- 
dolpb's fuppofed death, Ihe wandered 
to Gertrude's ceH, drawn by habit, 
and urged by reftlefs inq^uietude. She 
found Gertrude (tigging a hole in her 
garden, and. chaunting a mournful 
dirge« Adelaide approached her fiftel' 
unobferved^ and, by the faint beam^^ 
of the moon, faw her ky the goary 
head in the earth. Which both miftook 
for Rodolph's. She fci^ed with vio- 
lence Gertrude's hand, and gazed at 
her with a fevere wildnej^; Gertrude 
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ftarted with fuFprife and tcn'or, wd 
fhttdderiiig heard her ftaatic filler fay : 
" Whofe is the treafure thou art bu- 
rying iherc ?** 

GerMdt. ^ The «afd>'s^ from 
whence it came- M<i to wkkh I re- 
ftore it/' 

Adelaide, '^ Is it thus, haAdntiatd 
of reKgion, thott inter'ft the reK^es 
of the fainted? Is no cooifkcxsMi 
water ff^rinkled on it, is^ ho bell tolled, 
no^neiafs recited f Why are his prcci- 
Qm Bemaiiis^ boded like thofe of sm 
ouicafcft from vightieoufii^ i^ 

yifled f<;Mr al^l thpfe riiLe?/' 

A^eUide^. ^^ Wkai hasi he, the 
4kdopied foiLctf heiV ^<^ ^^^ ^^ tke of* 
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fices of humanity ? May I never be 
blafted by the fight of his malignant 
vifage { Did not the laughter of in- 
fernal triumph blaze in his face, when 
all our eyes were drowned in tears ?*' 

Gtrtrui^' " No, fitter, he did not 
laugh ; your difordered brain deceiv- 
ed you." 

Adelaide. " Should he commit a 
jufter foul than himfetf to the g^ave 
with triumphant laughter ? No ; 'twas 
dievilifh ! Heaven liftens only to in- 
nocence, and I am innocent as my 
doves — ah, they too are dead — alas ! 
with Rodolph died all my happinefs. 
I will wafti this facred head with the 
holy lymph of my tears, till it be pure 
as the heart that animated aad fhone 



ifirough it. A thoufand, and tenr 
thoufand times will I repeat this mafs 
to thy fpirit, I loved thee and I will 
ever love thee. Strong wtfi my love as 
fate, and lofting as eternity. My fighs 
fhall be thy funeral knell, my love 
proteftations thy requiem^The trea- 
fure is mine, fifter,. n&r will I have 
my right contefted. She fnatched the 
ghaftly head, difregarded the .threats 
and entreaties of Gertrude, and bore 
it with her to her cell. 

She recited over.. the poor remnant 
of her beloved youth the fe^vice of 
unaltered a0Fe£lion, laved it in the 
floodir of overflowing paffion, and 
entombed it in an urn of coftly mar- 
ble, which fhe filled with earth taken 
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hy hetfelf fimsi fioo&crated ^oubi3, 
aiidfQW&di thereifi mouTBliil yiokts, 
which, ittcefliuitly fed bj her tears, 
feon ihot fcmh. Whea the difcoa- 
kikibe: virgin fair the firft greea gexms 
pievcing thetaoldy flus fete aftidden 
cKK>ti9ii of joy, ai2d nm to tett Cuoe- 
goiide^he happy tKbn^. 

Hugo of Hcerfbfuck came !&• coa*^ 
doltc #ith Adetaj^er on the myftmaa;s 
(li^ppedmice'df hi^ffiend; bMCime- 
gonde, by the diare&ions of her elder 
fifter, refufed him admitiaiKe. He 
wandereefi ahem the (wovifiee fearch^ 
kig fer Rodol^ in every city and 
di'ftrid without focceis : he dtfpatehed 
meffengers on att fid^; but none re-^ 
turned with the teaft intelligence,^ 
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Regret fed on his peace; and ihe 
cheerful fire of bis eyes was extin^ 
guilhed by the gathering damps which 
iris pride would not fufFer him to emit 
in tears. He heard, that Adolph, of 
Werdingen, had invited the neigh* 
bouring knights to a tournament, and 
thither he refolved to repair, hoping 
to obtain in fo numerous an affembly 
■fome intelligence of the Count, 

In the various Forms affumed by 
Adelaide's emotion at the death of her 
lover, vengeance took its turn, as flie 
remembered his declaration, repeated 
by the meffenger of the fatal tidings, 
that he had been treacheroufly mur- 
dered by another knight. She fought 
Che ceft of her eldeft fitter to fearn 
K 
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the name 6f the traitor* This was.an 
occafion Gertrude profited by, to re- 
move the marble urn, that inclofed 
the fuppofed head of Rodolph, with 
which, fuperftition fuggefted, Ade- 
laide committed idolatory. A monk, 
who by her orders, waited fuch an 
©pportuoity, climbed over the garden 
wall, as foon as Adelaide was at a 
fmall diftance from her hermitage, 
and carried off the precious to^b of 
all. that was. longer dear to her. 

Gertrude, when queftioned con- 
cerning the murder of Rodolph,, 
afcribed the atrocious deed to Hugo„ 
of Heerflbruck; and, though atfirft 
Adelaide revolted at the belief that 
the friend could corrupt into the mur*.. 
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derer, yet the afleverations and per- 
fuafions of a long revered lifter over, 
powered her incredulity. The folemn 
proteftations of Gertrude finally in* 
duced her artlefs fitter to credit the 
injurious flander, which plunged her 
iji a fea of horrors and fixed burning 
filings in her bread.. In her beloved 
youth the gentle girl had loved the 
whole human race, and now flie ab- 
horred all mankind in his murderer. 
All feemed to her perfidious and ma- 
lignant, fince the nobleft of mans 
pretenfions, friendfhip, was but an 
ambufii, in which lurked the aflafiin. 
She returned in deep dejeftion to her 
cell, hatted to the marble vafe, the 
ihiineof all her devotion, and found it 
K 2 
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not. Hugo's tteachefy floated on her 
mind, and to him (he imputed tfaii 
new injury, which drew from her thjp 
bittereft complaints and lamentations. 
The giadfom^ clangor of trumpets 
called Jhcr to the window, whence fh€ 
viewed a band of horfemen in the co- 
lours of Hugo, and fee diftinguiftied 
him at th^ir head by the golden eagle 
that ftretthed its wings over his helm. 
Her heart beat high and audibly, 
the veins of her fnowy temples dif- 
tended with livid rage, and her foft 
blue eyes flaftied vengeance. She 
knew not whether to follow him, and 
urge him with his abominable deed, 
or to cite him before juftice; and, 
while flie w^s hefitating, the baftd tad 
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nearly paft. ^^ Whither goes yotu* 
Lord ?" cried fhe to a horfeman, wha 
came behind the reft. «« To Wer- 
dingen" replied he, " where Adolph 
holds a tournament to-morrow."-— 
•* To-morrow ?" laid Adelaide trem^ 
bling, " I will pay my falutations to 
him there." ** Every where they 
muft be welcome, Lady," anfwered 
the man, and hafleaed ta lejoin his 
companions. 

Rodolph was difturbed from a foft, 
found {lumber, into which the magic 
melody had lulled him, by the dwarf, 
who brought him a complete fuit of 
armour, perfea in its temper, and 
richly ornamented, and helped the 
knight to brace it on. Rodolph's heart 
K3 



leaped within hinij and he exclaimed 
in a tranfport of joy; *' my delivery 
awaits me, with my fword for my 
key,- not all the gates of hell fhall 
confine me ! Again Adelaide thou 
art mine iy When he was armed the 
dwarf led him into a chamber to wait 
his fummons to the lift. Rodolph 
clalhed his arms, and burnt with im- 
patience for the combat. 

In the area before the fortrefs of. 
Werdingen were all the knights of the 
province aflembled with their pages 
and efquires. — Already were they 
drawn up within the barriers, when 
Adolph appeared in a fumpiuous ca- 
parifon, and mounted on a mighty 
Aeed, that fpurned the controul of his 



a-ider. The knight at length curbed 
his foaming com fer, and thus addrelT- 
cd the noble affembly : 

« Welcome brave nobles, and com- 
panions in arms, who all, as your 
(hields now inform me, and as thefe 
eyes once faw, planted the banners of 
viSory on your redeemcT's grave; 
accept a fincere and grateful welcome. 
Yet think not, that you meet me here 
to renew the remembrance of that 
glorious day by tournaments, ban- 
quets and dances ; no ; much are ye 
deceived, if ye think I meditate the 
fports of the field, and the joys of fef- 
tivity^ 1 invite you to witnefsa mortal 
combat. Not with pointlefs lances, 
and blunted fwords (hall tbe contlid 
K 4 
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be decidied, our hands Ihail wield tlie^ 
biting faukhion, and the fliarp lance 
of the unmuzzled battle.-~-^lood. 
muft imbrue thi$ thirfty fand, either 
mine^ or that of my brother's mur* 
dcrer." 

*^ Your brother dead?- with one 
voice cried all the knights—" The 
brave Adelbert, of Werdingen mur- 
dered?" 

Adolph^ ^ Dead to the worlds but 
not to me, iince hi$ pale image is 
ever prefent to my eyes, and urging, 
me to avenge his foul murder. Be 
dumb cymbals^ trumpets, govern your 
Foaring throats, while Adolph relates; 
hi* brother's murder.. 
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*^ Would that I were now a prieft 
or woman, that with voluble and end- 
lefs tongue, I might expatiate to you 
on all the virtues of my bold and ge- 
nerous brother; but his deeds fpeak 
for him through the hundred mouth» 
of fame, and time himfelf Ihall not 
filence their voices. Moft of. you, 
knights, combatted by his fide, and 
knew him for the maftcrpiece of chi-^ 
valry; and who knew him not, let 
him tafk his fancy for the image of 
perfeflion, and he will have Adelbert 
of Werdingen. He entered into the 
holy vows of friendfhip with a fo- 
reign knight in Paleiline, who ac- 
companied him to Germany. To- 
my brother he appeared replete with 
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juftice and honour; but he invaded 
the facred pale of hofpitality and 
friendfhip, and feduced my fitter Hil- 
degarde. He had a wife in his native 
land, wife, chafte and beautiful, whom 
he had deferted at theinftigationsof a 
fickle, inconftant heart. By inflara* 
matory careffes, and the infinuating 
venom of adulation, he won upon 
the eafy woman's weaknefs of my lif- 
ter, and, under covert of falfe pro- 
teftation and hollow oaths, would 
have fubverted her honour, had not 
the traitor's deferted wife difpatched 
meflengers to Werdingcn, after her 
faithlefs hufband. From thefe my 
brother learnt, that the wooer of his 
fifter had, by his abfence, made a fair 
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and beauteous confoit a widow, and 
left his innocent children fatherlefs. 
Adelbert was ever the advocate of 
juftice, and champion 6f innocence : 
he urged to his faife gu'cft the duties 
of the knight, the man, and the fa- 
ther, and, when he heard them de- 
rided by the gracelefc villain, drove 
him from a roof not made to fhelter 
the impure and perfidious. Pride had 
furvived virtue, revenge juftice, in 
the wretch's foul ; he was enraged at 
indignity, when he had ceafed to be 
afliamed of crime ; he crept upon my 
brother in the hour of helpleflhefs 
and murdered him ; and, oh how can 
I declare it! my fifter aided him in 
the foul and unnatural crime. 
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« Horrible! Infernal!" burft from 
all the aflembly, and every Jknight 
called for inftam vengeance. 

4dolph. " I was, during this tranf- 
adion, ab&nt on an adventtre, and 
xeturned a few hours after the com- 
million of the flagitious a8: : the mur^ 
derer had fled accompanied by Hil- 
degarde. Her my efquires retook ;■— 
but the wretch, author of the ill, 
eicaped them. Jufl:iGe was vigilant 
andadive: my men found him the 
cnfuing morn near my cafl:le, whither,- 
ignorant of the country, he had wan^ 
dered. Knights,, anfwer me, what 
treatment had this atrocious criminal 
received at your hands ?*' 
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Cotiftrained k> mortal combirt, {aid 
Heerfbruck, " hii Mood Ihould have 
atoned for his treacfiery and c<^*' 
ardice; mean while I would have 
held him and his paramour in dif- 
graceful confinement." 

" Such," exclaimed the whole at 
fembly, " bad been his treatment 
from us all." 

Adolf h. " Then have you prejudg- 
ed and approved my condo^; for {q 
have I ueated him. Yet Hildegarde I 
threw not into a difhoneft dungeon; 
fome poor remains ofaffefiioo clui^ to 
me, and felf-refped forbade me to ftig« 
matize a fifter5 though a guilty one. I 
<:puld not, like her, ttample on conian- 
gui nity, and I but cooftnied her tx> hex 
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apartm^)$^ I gave the murderer only 
bread and water, to intiixiate he was 
confidered as a bafe, common cul- 
prit; but Hildegarde fent him by the 
dwarf, who conveyed to him his me- 
lancholy meal, cordial wines and in^ 
vigorating foods; and I connived at 
it. Say, had it fliewn confidence m 
Heaven's juftice and my owa arm, 
had I prepared a half-famifhed- victim 
to appeafe the ghoft of my dauntlefs 
brother?'' 

All. « Adolph, Juftice herfelf muft 
approve your departure from her 
cdias." 

Adolph. He is now armed, and 
ready for the field. Let him appear, 
heralds— and then let the fwoird fpeak 



[ ^59 ] 

my reproaches for his foul proce- 
dure." 

As Adolph pronounced thefe lafk 
v/ords, a loud fhriek without the bar- 
riers diverted the attention of the af- 
fembly from the knight. Through 
the croud, that furrounded the lift, 
Adelaide preffed wijth torn veftments, 
and diihevelled hair : the people re- 
verently giving her place, and ex- 
claiming, " the holy maid of Su- 
naur 

Adelaide. ^« Ob( fet me within 
the barriers.'*^ 

The furrounding fpeftators raifed 
her gently over the limits. 

Adelaide. " Hear me, knights, and 
avenge an injured virgin-^Dowu 
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yfvii the golden crcft of Heerlbruckj 
and deface the fhield he has difhonor- 
td\ Hugo is a foul, treacherous af- 
faffin : and he, who joufts 'with him 
with the harmlefs ftaff of the tourna- 
ment, is 'his companion and accom- 
plice. Hugo bafely flew Rodolph- 
of Felfeck, my lover." 

Finn, and unfeakcn fat Hugo on 
fab deed, ^s the pyramid in the tem- 
peft, though impeached before fo aw- 
ful an affembly of the moft fcanda- 
lous and nefarious aftion. He raifed 
his vifor calmly, and faid with un* 
altered fcrenity, " Knights, ye have 
heard me accufcd by the feir and vir- 
tuous Adelaide of crimes the moft 
Ihocking to humanity : judge not be- 
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fo«a «c»aiiuif J6ii. Who k w itAoift. 
OfAeratirdfel Lsdjr?" 

«^ Ged, <ht iil^feeirtg God," 
*« Oo«[f,thfc«tf!«lt.Ilgfit«fiig:s fbVthe 
irttttderrt,* write ray crime o» ttiy 
fetovr, ifr«ingtiilty.* v 

AdUinbfxleflc«f«*tfued, AH trem- 
bled at Hugo's jbtemAr »|>ea)i aiid 
overfed tMr. ^yes from h^^bnoured 
eouittcnanao.^ Hugo remafrjei wa^- 
; igsXa^vadi kaoikied ferditely to Ikdven. 
i^: M Thtf 08ini£:i9itt-ittaIn»n(J'dUarge 
'agjainft ine. Lady, Who ^tty^ «€• 
tfu^r: a*cwg ntsn- ?" 
•^^My fifflfrt* Gemwde," '^ 
'Ih^f^fctf wift brw^ her teftftnony, 
krit^*. Make'^*raytH\frc*"'T^rifed'he 
iScJ'tfte'-ijKwtrf^ -whicfr ffitedfed on* eaefi 



fide, while he drove throiigli the part- 
ing throng, fwift as a galley cleaves 
the waves in a hurricane. Life and 
faculty feemed fufpended in the whole 
aflemhly, and the furrounding croud* 
All looked to the fide where Hugo 
difappeared. Adelaide lay fenfelefs 
in the arms of the, pages. 

After ' a long paufe; Adolph en- 
quired if he fiiould commence the , 
combat ; and all the knights aflenting, 
he bade the trumpets call forth his 
adverfary. 

in a gorgeous caparifon a knight 
Tode into the area, mounted on. an 
impetuous fteed, that feemed now 
'firft to learn obedience. He was foU 
lowed by two pages bearing his lance 
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and target. The knight rode into 
the middle of the lift, faw Adelaide 
ftretched without fenfe on the fand, 
and flung himfelf at her feet. Clafp- 
ing her in his arms, he tore oflF his 
helm, and printed warm kiiTes on her 
pallid countenance. Siirprife prompt- 
ed all the knights to exclaim, " Count 
Rodolph!" but aftoniftiment chained 
all their powers, and held them la- 
bouring to fpeak, yet fpeechlefs. 

« Adelaide," cried Rodolph, « a- 
wake to life and love! thy faithful 
Rodolph calls thee." 

Adolf h. " What demon has wove 
this web of perplexity and confufion ? 
My friend, my fellow foldier, my pri- 
foner!" 

L 2 



All vai aiMiie<nciaK and luwult m 
tfct field. KnigbtSi andb ailt£»daftb 
le^ from: tlvtirr ffiddtcs^ (uidt Mm 
vdJaddt defign tboat tiifi li()v "^h&B 
the fiercf^ ftee^s, iampatknt for tfapnr 
lonifi aad the bat^ pawqd the canb 
aiiyi mfed tlKick clenuk ei didl. t&ai^ 
obfcured dfi .Htayens.^ The ^^oipto 
ftkerMtely wef>t aad iauf^ed^ I^^bsne 
knew what he &ouki thiak o£ tto 
paft, Qr forebode^ of . iRfhait iw«W fcl^ 
law*. 

' AdolpSi xvas. ihe flkft «^ ttcww 
himfelf : he flung his hi^te^ Irom h}» 
bcaii^ and kqck at.tiatt fide of ftodoiph 
tvitb a digoified humility. ^ KtHghi^* 
faid he^ ♦' <Mit nuf friend awd hro- 
t|jer, I have treated you injurirmAy 
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UBid Ol^robrioufly from ignorance 
and mifconceptioa. This is no cx>. 
cufe, I am confcious, but be it yours 
to claim rq)aration, and mine to af- 
ford it." 

Rodolph kifled his miftrefs, and 
neither feplied, nor liftened. 

AdolpL ** What wparation, knights, 
tloes it become him to alk, and me 
to give ?" 

An aged hoary knight, who, paft 
the ufe of arms, h«[d come to cheer 
Iris eyes with the fight of what he had 
once a6edj approached Adolph, and, 
taking his hand, thus addreft him: 
" The juft and brave have no fenfe 
of injuries but as they fpring from in- 
tention and malice: — error is not 

L3 
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guilt, and you owe Count Rodolpb 
only your friendftup." 

" He has it." 

" Then. he has thy all, and thou 
haft nothing left to beftow." 

Rodolph now began to ts^e €iog- 
nizance of what paft around him, an<J, 
he Galled, loudly for fuccour to Ade- 
laide. AlLhurriexi to .the qaftle;, and 
returned, one with water, another 
with wine,, a third with culhions, 
each wilhing to affift, and each coiS^ 
viriced he only had brought relief 

with him. Adelaide's long-flown 

* fcnfe returned, fhe gazed faintly, yej 
rapturoufly, on her lover, and feeling 
his lips burn on her cheek, exclaim- 
ed, " BlefTed fpirit, art thou come ta 



C 167 ] 

breathe into thy Adelaide life loath- 
fome without thee ?" 

*f I am come to receive that from 
diee, without which life is but a lin- 
gering death to me%" 

Adolph. " One queftion. Count, 
let me make to you. Where is the 
wretch, whofc drefs you wore, when 
you were met and feized by my vaC* 

fais r 

Roddpk « In the charnal-houffe 
of the Black Valley his body; — his 
head, lacerated and defaced, was.fent 
1 know not whither as mine:." 

Adolph. *^ And i^ my vqngeani-c 
then prevented ?" 

The old Knight ^^ Accelerated' on- 
ly. Adolph, adore the myfteripus 
L4 



wty« pf Heftvw^ which extf ads i»li^ 

fams from the maft R^ipi^^ f^ifefl^ 
^4 fifld/si H fwox4 of jwftke in the 
Wftpen pf the Hft|fa®ii»-^Lei the I^y 
be conveyed to th^ wftk/* 

^ideJaide ww ttecady in the arms 
^f RodoJph, who iyv;oold have homfi 
hiwr t^. the nwifiQiiu tb kte prifon^ 
had Dot he^ heen ftopt b)t a fuddeh 
outcry of the croud, which exdaim- 
«d, as mtk one voice^ ** Hwrflwiick 
is returned with the lady Gertrude!"' 

Hugo in an inftant was in the^ 
nlidft of the Hft, and difmouFited with 
^r»i|4e in his arms. *• Now," cried 
he, " to liftening earth and .H^v^ea 
deooonee me as the mo^rderer of Ro- 
^cilpk*^ He iaw*d(ie Couii^aitiempl-' 
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f^ to nifii mm Ms arms ; hiA Mt tio 
. ]^wer of motion. &odol|3b lan to 
his loved ami xttvtrtd fdoi^ <M\p(td 
kiifi palTionat^ty iii Kis arttts^ aind 
ftaihiwered, ** my friend^ my pajelit I 
Adelaide ]ives^ HQ^d I tan ble& thtet 
vith my felicityi** 

Oertirude'ji difmay V(n^ii!:c^itiii!ia^t- 
t&d) when fiite ikw the Coiintj whMEl 
Ihe believed dead by her otrdcrs.^-^ 
Sttuggling m vain to conceal th«i 
emotioni <^ her guilty letMt^ fti^ 
j9x)od tiemblifig tad weighed down 
by confcicnoe, ^s if nt the trtbilnal of 
emiiifetei>ce4 *f Who," cried the ob- 
fervant veteran, " machinated the 
death of Count Rodolph, and let loofe 
the murderers on him* ?" 
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*^ Alas! I," muttered Gertrude-^ 
and the croud cried, to bury' her ac- 
curfed fpirit under a Ihower of ftones. 

The old knight commanded (ilejice 
and quiet, and, ordering Gertrude, to. 
be- fequred, advifed that Adelaide 
Ihould be conveyed to the caftle. 

Two days lay the fair girl between 
life and death, while their ftlruggle for 
her held dubious, and during this 
R(^olph never clofed his eyelii^s, aor 
ftirred from her. pillow. Health thfen 
ftretched her healing rod over Ade- 
laide, Ihe was no longer in danger^ 
and the joy of her lover was undafh-. 
cd with fear. 

Ijildegarde had mes^ntime fle^tOK 
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a cloifter^ and Gertrude; followed 
her. 

Adelaide foon fliook. off ficknefs 
and debility, and Rodolph led her in 
triumph to. his manfion. Three weeks 
after, he gave a fumptuous feaft, to 
which all the knights and ladies of 
the province were invited, and then 
in the prefence of coUefted beauty 
and valour, the brave Rodolph was 
joined in the foft yoke of love with, 
the fair Adelaide. 

Long they lived in mutual friend- 
fhip and tendernefs, the mafterpiece,; 
and glory of marriage; — and the J 
qold hand of death alone extinguilh-J 
ed their paflion. \ 
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Altelr. & kng liii^ of ytarti^ t^^cK 
ttlbre hapjpy "than the former, they 
depohied ia tMst bei^nudei of which 
ihey J^sKi^QJ^iO^d ^ foretafte on earthy 
leayiog^ nuin^roufi«{>oAerity» whof4$ 
virtues wei=e the a^Ufi paoegyric <m 
tbekpMem& 
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